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The papers in this first collection derive from The ICOMOS University Forum Workshop “A contemporary provocation: reconstructions as tools of future-making” held 13–15 March 2017 at ICOMOS International Headquarters in Paris, France. The meeting constituted a pilot project of the new ICOMOS University Forum to stimulate dialogues between academics and heritage experts.  

Editorial board: Prof. Cornelius Holtorf, Prof. Loughlin Kealy, Prof. Toshiyuki Kono
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→ Papers published in ICOMOS University Forum Volume 1 

→ Full academic papers published in International Journal of Cultural Property 26 (2), 2020

 

About the workshop 13-15 March 2017

Reconstruction of inheritance results from heritage processes associated with post-war or post-catastrophe recovery and societal reconstruction. Reconstructions are new and the result of changes to the pre-existing heritage. It can be argued that, in addition to their being a form of witness, they are also themselves valuable as heritage to the extent that they possess pastness and contribute to societal future-making. In addition, recent research suggests that heritage values are not inherent in the tangible fabric of heritage but derive from its intangible perceptions and uses in society. Finally, it can be argued that reconstructions, whether creative or faithful, enhance the societal benefits of heritage, for example by providing communities with a common purpose and promoting joint values of peaceful cohabitation.

The 2014 Nara+20 document (2014) recognises that “cultural heritage undergoes a continuous process of evolution” and that any assessments of heritage values need to “accommodate changes over time in perceptions and attitudes”. The document also acknowledges that “the concept of cultural heritage itself assumes diverse forms and processes”. It also recommends further work “on methodologies for assessing this broader spectrum of cultural forms and processes, and the dynamic interrelationship between tangible and intangible heritage”. In this context, debates on authenticity and reconstruction should be revisited.

These issues were discussed during the workshop in accordance with the following themes to contribute to refining ICOMOS thinking in the process of developing new policy regarding reconstructions in post-traumatic situations and beyond.

Theme 1: From Nara to Nara+20: where is authenticity now?

Authenticity has long been the normative framework for discussions about reconstruction.  Thirty years after the Venice Charter, the Nara Document recognized the cultural dimension of development. Since then the interrelationship between heritage and society obtained practical significance and intensified in many ways. Today, authenticity is back on the agenda and turns out to be a complex topic of different definitions and perspectives brought to bear on a variety of contemporary reconstructions of the past. This is the context where we should approach authenticity today to ask ourselves “where are we now”?

Theme 2: Creating heritage – making futures?

It has long been held that the legacy of the past needs to be conserved for the benefit of future generations, as well as for our own. In conserving what we received we have created “heritage”. In this theme, we ask about the positive contributions that such heritage can make to the lives of future generations, in the light of the impacts of historical, cultural and natural changes and transformations. How will what we now accept as heritage improve specific futures? Is there a role for reconstructions?

Theme 3: Conservation as management

Conservation has long been considered as the management of change. A primary change has been in understanding the scope of the legacy. In parallel, the range of stakeholders has extended beyond the traditional conservation disciplines and authorities to encompass disparate social groups and communities, participants in identifying and valorising aspects of the legacy, including its potential reconstructions. We ask what consequences for reconstruction flow from this process of change, from the shift in the social roles, powers and capacities that are brought to bear, including the implications for understanding, resource allocation and knowledge and cultural development.

The Workshop was run as an intensive, exploratory experience in which the participants engaged in open discussion in a multi-disciplinary environment. The participants were selected on the basis of extended abstract submitted in advance. During the workshop the participants were assigned one of the three themes and actively contributed to the discussion within their group. However, for one session the participants all changed into another theme. There were also plenary sessions. A summary of the workshop was published by Tim Winter (2017).

Each paper included in the present volume was originally accepted by one of the participants as an abstract but finalised after the workshop, reviewed, resubmitted and eventually accepted for publication. In order to be selected the papers were to be not only relevant to the overall theme and intentions of the workshop but also explicitly informed by the discussions that took place during the workshop.

References

NARA + 20, 2014. On heritage practices, cultural values, and the concept of authenticity. Document adopted by the participants at the Meeting on the 20th Anniversary of the Nara Document on Authenticity, held at Nara, Japan, from 22-24 October 2014, at the invitation of the Agency for Cultural Affairs (Government of Japan), Nara Prefecture and Nara City. http://www.japan-icomos.org/pdf/nara20_final_eng.pdf 　

Winter, T. 2017. ICOMOS University Forum Workshop on Authenticity and Reconstructions, Paris, 13-15 March 2017. Post Workshop Summary. http://www.criticalheritagestudies.org/announcements-1/2017/4/2/post-workshop-summary-icomos-university-forum-workshop-on-authenticity-and-reconstructions-13-15-march-2017
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			[image: IMAGE University Forum thumbnail]This ICOMOS Forum aims at gathering universities and other affiliated cultural institutions that will operate independently of the ICOMOS National Committees. The overarching goal is to launch a flexible operational forum where global cooperation among universities and ICOMOS can quickly lead to identifying pressing issues and to incubate and develop creative solutions.

As key issues will be studied, the ICOMOS University Forum will make the output available in the form of thematic volumes.
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ICOMOS informs you that, when browsing the ICOMOS website and all the pages of this domain, cookies are placed on the user's computer, mobile or tablet. No cookies are used to track users for commercial or advertising purposes.


A cookie is a piece of information stored by a website on the user's computer and that the user's browser provides to the website during each user’s visit.

These cookies essentially allow ICOMOS to:

	facilitate the user’s browsing on the site and activate interactive modules present on the site (required cookies: it is not possible to refuse these cookies if you want to browse the site)
	to establish statistical analysis of the site’s usage (optional cookies).


You will find below the list of cookies used by our website and their characteristics:

	“Cookieaccept”: indicates that you have accepted the cookie policy via the notification which appears the first time you visit the website (1 year duration)


	“OctoShowModalPhotobank”: indicates that you checked the box "Do not show this information next time" when you visited our Photobank and viewed the message "Welcome to the ICOMOS Collaborative Image Bank!" (1 year duration)


	“joomla_remember_me_a12e1f90ec76162d7747594b6c19ffed“: indicates that you have ticked the "Remember me" box when you log in with your user account to log in automatically during your next visit (1 year duration)


	“joomla_user_state“: indicates that you have successfully identified yourself after login into your user account (lasts as long as your session, the cookie is deleted once your browsing is finished on the ICOMOS website)


	Session cookie: its name is composed of a chain of 32 characters, it is essential to the functioning of any website and identifies your session on the site which opens the first time you consult a page on the site (lasts as long as your session).


Cookies created by the use of a third-part service on the website:

	”_utma, _utmb, _utmc, _utmz”: Google Analytics Service, used to collect anonymous data about visits on our website, such as the number of visitors per month, and to improve the quality of the site; it cannot be used for individual identification purposes (duration: see details on:


 https://developers.google.com/analytics/devguides/collection/analyticsjs/cookie-usage)

	“_atuvc youtube”: allows us to embed videos on our website from Youtube. YouTube will not store any personal data while playing the embedded video in extended privacy mode (duration varies, see Google site for more details:


 https://policies.google.com/technologies/types?hl=en)

For information:

	the data collected is not cross-checked with other treatments;
	the cookie is only used for the production of anonymous statistics;
	the cookie does not make it possible to follow the user’s browsing on other sites.


You can set up your browser to alert you of the presence cookies and offer you to accept them or not. You can accept or refuse cookies on a case-by-case basis or refuse them once and for all. However, some features of the ICOM website cannot function properly without cookies activated. 

The setting of cookies is different for each browser and generally described in the help menus. You will find more explanations on how to proceed via the links below.
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