















































































































































~ These High Contracting Parties should review the arrangements for
the training of military personnel of all levels in relation to their
obligations under the 1954 Convention and other relevant aspects of
international law.

Article 83 in Protocol I (Dissemination)

Some important factors, which can induce the parties to an armed
conflict to counteract disobedience of the law applicable in armed
conflicts and then to enforce observance of IHL, are

* Consideration for public opinion

* Maintenance for discipline

* Penal and disciplinary measures - it is to be observed that one of the
grave breaches of THL is extensive destruction of cultural property
and places of worship (art. 85 para 4 litt d in Prot. I, art. 16 in
protocol II)

*  National implementing measures. The relative weakness of inter-
national measures to secure the performance of obligations under IHL
calls for intensified internal implementing efforts among which mili-
tary maruals are of particular importance.

* Effective implementation is depending on dissemination of IHL.

* The dissemination of knowledge of IHL must begin in peace time.

- The ignorance of humanitarian rules shown by members of the armed
forces or armed groups in certain recent armed contlicts, or their
disregard for these rules, should induce every state to consider what
precautions it is taking to avoid such excesses.

- It is essential that instruction in IHL should be an integral part of
military training as a whole. 1t must be addressed to all levels on the
military hierarchy, and senior officers must be directly involved in the
planning and implementation of teaching programmes.

~ The media have a key role to play before and during armed conflicts,

as they are then the main means of communication with the popula-
tion. Their role consequently merits extensive consideration.
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What can the media be expected to do to alert governments and the
general public to tragic but perhaps already forgotten situations? How
can they help to spread knowledge of the humanitarian rules both in time
of peace and in time of armed conflicts? What is their duty as regards
the denunciation of excesses? How should manipulation of the media for
special political purposes be avoided? How can they avoid trivializing
horror? Where exactly does the independence of the media with regard
to the previous questions begin and end? Such questions should be
discussed in greater detail with senior media management and with
journalists.

Let me give some positive examples of integration of the rules of protec-
tion of the cultural heritage with other parts of 1HL:

There is a handbook on the Law of War for Armed Forces, which is
used in international courses for military and legal officers from all parts
of the world and which courses since many years are arranged by the
International Institute of Humanitarian Law in San Remo.

In this handbook are cultural objects and places of worship specially
mentioned under terms as

- control of armed conflict
- command responsibility
- conduct of operations

- behaviour in action

~ rear areas

- occupation

In the 1992 German Marual for the Armed Forces — Humanitarian Law
in Armed Conflicts - is a whole Chapter, Chapter 9, dealing with the
Protection of Cultural Property.

In Sweden the information and instruction on the national level concern-

ing IHL in states of war, neutrality and occupation is based on the
Swedish Total Defence System.
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No one or few can avoid to take part in this system on all levels. The
awareness of the system of rules of [HL, including the protection of
cultural property is essential. In this respect there is, among other
instruments, an organization built up with legal Advisers in peacetime as
well as in war time, not only to higher military commanders but also to
civil authorities in the Swedish total defence system.

To sum up

~ Protection of the cultural heritage is a part of the protection of the
civilian population and civilian objects in all kinds of armed conflicts.

- The 1954 Convention is a part of IHL

- The problems and strategies for information and for arousing public
opinion in a long term as well as a shorter perspective are the same
for all parts of IHL

Let me finally only mention some future international meetings where it
should be possible to point out the need of better protection of the
cultural heritage.

Orne is United Nations Congress on Public International Law in New
York from 13 to 17 March 1995, as a part of "United Nations Decade of
International Law".

Another more immediate opportunity is a preparatory meeting of inter-
governmental experts in Geneva 26-28 September 1994 to study practi-
cal means of promoting full respect for and compliance with international
humanitarian law, and to prepare a report for submission to the states
and to the next session of the International Conference of the Red Cross
and Red Crescent.
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Protection of the architectural heritage -
policies and strategies of the Council of
Europe

Juliane Kirschbaum

Apart from numerous specialized international bodies which were set up
for the protection of the cultural heritage in the immediate aftermath of
World War I1, the first political organization to be founded in 1949 for
the solving of postwar problems specifically in Europe was the Council
of Europe. Up to the present day every state that by signing the Human
Rights Declaration of 1950 and the Cultural Convention of 1954 sub-
scribes to the principles declared therein is regarded as a fully-ledged
member of the Council of Europe.

The member states are represented in two bodies of the Council of
Europe, i.e. in the Committee of Ministers by their Ministers of Foreign
Affairs and in the Parliamentary Assembly by representatives of their
national parliaments. An international Secretariat headed by the Secretary
General feeds into the work of the aforementioned bodies. The substan-
tive work is carried out in a host of committees, and is coordinated and
channelled by the Secretariat. The member states are also represented by
their delegates in these committees.

According to its principles - i.e. the Human Rights Convention and the
Cultural Convention — The Council of Europe places the emphasis of its

work on

- the fostering of democratic social systems and the respect of human
rights

as well as on



- the enhancement and establishment of the cultural heritage as the
corner stone of a European cultural identity. Here, priority is given to
social matters, education, regional planning, and the conservation of
the natural and architectural heritage.

As regards its activities in the field of the protection of the architectural
heritage, the Council of Europe is supported by a technical committee.
At the moment the leadership of this committee has been entrusted upon
me. The impetus for the establishment of this committee was given by
the ministers responsible for the architectural heritage in Europe at their
first conference in Brussels in November 1969 where the ministers called
upon the Council of Europe to set up such a technical committee. They
believed that with the help of such a committee it would be possible to
develop an effective strategy against the threats posed to the built heri-
tage, a strategy which was then to be implemented during an Architec-
tural Heritage Year. It had become clear to the ministers that after the
devastations of World War II and the new dangers caused by economic
growth, Europe could not afford any further damage to its architectural
monuments. After a thorough preparatory phase the new technical
committee took up its work in the early 1970s and prepared the Euro-
pean Architectural Heritage Year in 1975.

The 1975 European Architectural Heritage Year was staged successfully
in all member states. Among politicians and citizens alike it has led to a
wide acceptance of architectural heritage conservation and continues to
show its effect.

The core message of this awareness-raising campaign was the need for a
networked, holistic view of the architectural heritage, its values and
possible and necessary conservation strategies. Thanks to targeted public
relations work the "philosophies” of "preservation and rehabilitation" and
"integrated conservation ot the built heritage" gained ground - both of
which stand for the careful adaptation of historic building stock to
today’s requirements through early interdisciplinary cooperation of all
those responsible. This involved new working methods which convinced
experts, citizens and their elected representatives alike, and in particular
the field of "conservation of historic monuments in old towns and cities"
benetited from this approach.

The "integrated conservation of the built heritage" brought about new
findings, strategies, working methods and demands on those responsible
which are laid down in numerous resolutions, charters and conventions
of the Council of Europe. Mention shall be made only of the European
Charter of the Architectural Heritage and the Declaration made at the
Congress of Amsterdam in 1975, the 1985 Convention for the Protection
of the Architectural Heritage of Europe, which in the meantime has been
signed by 20 countries, as well as the 1992 Convention on the Protection
of the Archaeological Heritage.

The Committee of Ministers has to see to it that these declarations and
treaties are given due consideration at the national level.

According to the statistics made available to the Council of Europe on
the basis of surveys the conservation of the architectural heritage made
significant progress in all member states till the end of the 1980s both in
organisational and financial terms.

In the meantime the situation has become more difficult due to the
overall political and economic changes in Europe. The question arises as
to what the Council of Europe can do in view of a situation where the
old member states believe to have to step down their activities in the
cultural field while the central and eastern European countries are joining
with almost unlimited expectations. The small circle of 21 members in
the Cultural Heritage Committee has meanwhile turned into a body of
almost twice the size: since 1990 the Baltic States, Poland, Hungary,
Belorus, Ukraine, Slovenia, Romania, Slovakia, the Czech Republic,
Croatia and Bulgaria - I just mention them in random order and only as
examples - have joined us with their very own hopes and problems.

What do these new members expect of the Council of Europe and its
Cultural Heritage Committee? They first of all expect the transfer of
information and skills regarding all questions concerning the conser-
vation of the built heritage, assistance as regards training and further
training for the various occupations and trades involved in the conserva-
tion of the architectural heritage, and support in elaborating legal prin-
ciples and financing models as well as in "managing" architectural
conservation measures.
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In the wake of the Vienna Conference of Heads of State and Government
in October 1993 the work carried out by the Council of Europe in the
fields of human rights and cultural affairs has gained new relevance and
has been intensified with the aim

- to reinforce cultural cooperation and carry out confidence-building
measures in this field. By doing so the Council of Europe wants to
make its contribution to the fight against intolerance, xenophobia and
violence in Europe;

- to extent the strategies for the conservation of the cultural heritage
and turn them, in a comprehensive and political way, into strategies
for the protection of the human environment, promoting also social
aspects at the same time;

- to develop new financial and legal instrument in order to muster the
necessary resources for these measures.

The Cultural Heritage Committee of the Council of Europe accounts for
these objectives by placing the emphasis of its work programme in
particular on giving advice and assistance to the newly emerging policies
on architectural heritage conservation in central and eastern Europe.

Special importance in this context has to be attributed to the technical
cooperation programme of the Council of Europe for the field of archi-
tectural heritage protection. With its special action plans, this programme
provides for a step-by-step procedure:

1. The first step involves the staging of multipurpose workshops where
the specific problems of the eastern member states are highlighted and
assistance is given in particular for solving legislative and financial
questions.

2. Next, experts are dispatched to these countries where they assist on
site for a specific period in setting up the organisational structure of
architectural heritage conservation and, if requested, draw up expert
opinions on problem solutions.

- pleh - SR L

3. The last step envisages the possibility of training and further training
by means of study exchanges and in-service training for the various
occupations and trades involved in the conservation of the architec-
tural heritage.

These action plans have been worked out particularly with a view to the
Baltic States and the area of former Yugoslavia. They constitute an
extension of the system of technical assistance which has been in ope-
ration since the 1970s and consists of providing expertise on the request
of member states in the case of complicated individual questions.

The technical questions the committee has to deal with also include the
physical survival of cultural monuments and sites, i.e. the fight against
damages inflicted by pollution and vandalism.

However, the above-mentioned action programmes would be incon-
ceivable without accompanying awareness-raising and information
campaigns.

Especially in view of ever tighter budgets it is essential that the aware-
ness of the value of the cultural heritage is kept alive because only what
is known and regarded as valuable stands the chance to persist. There-
fore, the Council of Europe supports and promotes a whole variety of
different activities in the field of public relations work, for example

~ cross-border cultural itineraries, the most prominent example being
the revival and restoration of the pilgrim route to Santiago de Com-
postella;

- the European Heritage Days which were initiated by France in the
wake of the second Conference of European Ministers responsible for
the Architectural Heritage, organized during the first few years under
the auspices of the Netherlands and taking place on the second week-
end in September in each year,

and



~ the European architectural heritage classes the aim of which is to
sensitize pupils through international exchange programmes for
matters relating to the conservation of the built heritage.

The work of the Cultural Heritage Committee shows that in principle
there is consensus in Europe about the necessity of preserving the
architectural heritage and that this deserves special efforts.

This common aim unites. The wish to conserve the architectural monu-
ments which bear witness to our history is not something artificial;
rather it corresponds to a widely-felt basic human need with an artistic,
aesthetic and social dimension. Thus the conservation of the built heri-
tage has a direct impact on the life of the individual. In concrete terms
this means that if we acknowledge that every citizen has a right to
history this also implies his or her right to architectural heritage.

Following the Vienna Summit of Heads of State and Government in
October 1993 the bodies of the Councit of Europe received a mandate to
examine to what extent it would be possible to formulate such a right
and how the protection of the cultural heritage of ethnic minorities could
be enhanced. Marked by the experience of suppression and vandalism in
their own countries, the members of the Cultural Heritage Committee
have put these topics at the center of their discussions for some time
already.

The discussions, however, are still in their initial phase; it still remains
to be seen whether they will really open up new perspectives for the
architectural conservation policies of the Council of Europe. One thing,
however, is clear, despite the sweeping approach underlying the idea of
protecting the architectural heritage: architectural conservation cannot act
as a proxy and step in wherever other mechanisms fail.

|
J

The role of the mass media

Ann-Marie Bostrém

Approximately a week ago - about this time of the day - I came to
Sarajevo airport...

I do not know how many times I have been on this spot of the earth
since mid seventies, when I started to professionally cover this part of
Europe. - I do not even remember how many times I have been there
since the war started 1992. I have lost my counting. ...

But I do remember that every time but the last few has Dobrinje been on
fire. This ugly small site just a few hundred meters away from the
airport - in the outskirts of Sarajevo - inhabited mainly by moslems...

I also remember a night at the airport in July 1992 - me and my camera-
man were trapped there waiting for a somewhat secure possibility to
reach downtown Sarajevo. First after watching Dobrinje for hours where
Serbian shelling and clusterbombs turned a human settlement into a
burning inferno, we went to sleep under the trucks in the hangar while
the shelling, the fire and the screams from people went on — so close but
beyond any rescue....

What I didn't know that night at the airport was that Dobrinje just was a
small prelude to the hell in Sarajevo...

A week ago we drove our car through Dobrinje — it was a feeling that I
hardly can forward to you - the outburned skeletons of the houses
reaching to the sky, shelters, outburned cars, reminiscences of barri-
cades, burning garbage and in between all this, people cultivating every
little piece of soil to get something eatable to grow. The children playing
outside ~ small, tiny, malnourished, but playing....

As you probably already have understood was this my visit to Sarajevo
the first since the ceasefire was imposed at the end of February. To be
able to walk in the city again is amazing. Instead of driving a car in 170
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km per hour between Holiday Inn, the Precedency, the UNPROFOR, the
hospital, the morgue, the TV-house and back to Holiday Inn again you
can now by foot experience the almost total devastation of the city.

For the first time since the war started I was able to stay with an old
friend of mine. He lives uphill in the old city. The wonderful view from
his kitchen window shows the old Turkish settlement on the slope down
to the river Miljatska ~ and on the other side of the river, one of the real
treasures of Europe — the national library, the beautiful building from the
Ottoman Empire with all it's archives on 500 years of European history.
So it was!

The distance from the kitchen window still allows me to pretend that
everything is almost OK. Down at the site it is a horrifying ruin that
seems to fall over me. Only the walls are standing - no windows, just
gaping holes - beams and bricks from the collapsed ceiling, the metal
skeletons from the bookshelfs, and in the centre a hugh pile of marble,
the macabre left overs from the beautiful staircase...

Suddenly I get very angry - not at the perpetrators, the grief is too deep
and my emotions so paralysed that feelings of revenge and anger towards
the war criminals are beyond reach. No - my anger is suddenly directed
towards some very young boys playing along the river side. They are as
all boys playing the old game - throwing stones into the water! And they
are fetching the stones from the ruins from the library ~ that is suddenly
more than I can take. I react as a child who wants to protect something
that can be mended - for them it's just a heap of stones that can be
thrown into the river. I compose myself and realize that they are right
and 1 am wrong.

On my tour this morning in Sarajevo 1 tried to visit several of those
places I used to visit whenever I came to the city. The mosques, the
synagogue and the old orthodox church with its very singular atmos-
phere. This building has always called upon me with its scent of humidi-
ty and spices, stone and burning candles. The little church is patﬂy
destroyed but services still take place every day...
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Walking along the boulevards, where the old beautiful trees alongside
only can be imagined by those who have seen them, when looking at
what's left of the buildings I sometimes can not help comparing with the
pictures from my childhood - Dresden 1945 and from other parts of
Germany after what I usually call the War.

The war in Sarajevo, in Mostar, in Banja Luka, in Dubrovnik and all the
ancient small cities up along the Croatian coast to Zadar - that war is
The War. Something has changed in the discourse. There is still a First
and Second Europe ~ now even concerning the wars we are talking
about.

The war in ex-Yugoslavia is destroying not only lives and material
values but civilization, identities and historico-cultural memories as well;
libraries, archives, scientific and cultural institutions, sacred and profane
monuments and publishing houses.

Extreme pressure, to the point of confinement, even of murder, is being
exerted upon independent writers, architects, journalists, lawyers and
other intellectuals, since they are the carriers of the cultural identity.

Many of them have been compelled to leave not only Bosnia-Herze-
govina but also Serbia. Even if they have succeeded to remain within the
range of the culture, they are suffering acute distress and are caught in
an extensive network of dependencies. Their activities and their autono-
my are directly jeopardized. The issue is particularly dramatic since they
are, very frequently, literally the last representatives of an endangered
culture.

1 have here a book written by Bogdan Bogdanovic - the title is Grad
Kenotaf - the title of the German edition is "Die Stadt und der Tot". The
book is about Vukovar.

Bogdan Bogdanovic is now well over his seventies. He was once the
Mayor of Belgrade. - He is an architect and his Curriculum Vitae
consists of a great amount of titles in his field. He was also a professor
at Belgrade University. But! He was also the person who after the party
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congress in Serbia when Slobodan Milosevic came in power 1987 wrote
an open letter to the Central Committee and told what was to come.

He stood alone - none bothered to side with him. He has since then been
abused, beaten and lives now with his old wife under extremely poor
circumstances in Vienna.

I said he was once the Mayor of Belgrade. Belgrade means the White
City and was once a prominent Turkish town. Old graphic pictures show
the view of a city with many mosques and minarets. They were all
destroyed during three years between 1815 and 1818 - after the Turks
were concurred in this part of the Balkans. Belgrade was ethnically
cleansed of muslims and 400 years of European history and culture was
destroyed. ...
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Rehabilitation of war victims in the
countries of former Yugoslavia

Christina Doctare

Thank you for the invitation to this conference, 1 am very honoured. 1
hope I can contribute with some reflexions from my personal experience
from one year in the war in former Yugoslavia.

First of all a few words on my background: I am medical doctor with 30
years of practice - as a GP, school doctor, paediatrician, psychiatrist and
psychotherapist, and also from administrative posts e.g. chief medical
officer in Sweden responsible for psychiatry, general medicine and
dentistry. I have worked as an expert in the Parliamentary Commission
on Psychiatry in Sweden. My report on organized violence has led to a
decision in the Swedish Parliament to create a national institute against
torture and organized violence. Since November 1992 I have held an
international post in the World Health Organization as a project leader
with the WHO project Rehabilitation of War Victims in the countries of
Jormer Yugoslavia. This project was made possible by substantial funds
from the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA).

Very short after my arrival to ex-Yugoslavia in November 1992, 1
discovered that the war victims were not only the amputees and other
physically wounded, but also victims who suffered from rape and torture
and other forms of organized violence. As one of the first in the world |
reported on the systematic rapes on Bosnian Moslem women already in
November 1992. The public reaction was strong especially among
women. Politicians who had been reluctant reacted swiftly and con-
demned these atrocities publically. Furthermore the strong public reac-
tion forced the politicians from several countries to act for the establish-
ing of a War Crime Tribunal in the Security Council in the United
Nations.



I would like to put forward the following questions:

- Is it so that destruction of culture is a part of the military strategy in
order to obtain specifically desirable political goals?

- If it is so, what tactics can be chosen to achieve this ultimate destruc-
tion of culture?

Let us stop and reflect on some possible answers. Modern wars are
"ethnic wars". The goal is extinction of the "enemy" and then "enemy
culture”. 1 would like as far as to say that territorial gains are secondary
to the primary goal of destruction of the "other culture”.

Let us look back on some sixty odd years in our European history!
Fascism had got a stronghold in several countries in seemingly short
time. The goal of fascism was never denied - on the contrary it was
screamed out loud. Still, the shadows over Europe came and the Munich
"give in" treaty of 1938 could not avoid the tragedy of the Second World
War. Instead a shocked world watched the total annihilation of the
European Jewish culture with burning synagogues, bonfires of books,
chase on Entartete Kunst and most of all the systematic destruction of the
carriers of that "other culture” - read killing of people and utmost
humiliation of those who happened to survive against all odds in the
concentration camps.

The sad things is; we see it happen again. The regime of Serbia has an
ideology of "Vilika Serbia" - Great Serbia. In order to achieve these
political goals "ethnic cleansing” is used. The historical myths give
legitimacy to this terror. We all know of the destruction of the National
Library in Sarajevo, the bridge of Mostar, the 600 year old mosque in
Banja Luka, the old city of Dubrovnik. The list can be made longer.
These monuments of culture, symbolize a belonging to and identification
with something that goes further than the single interest of one particular
group. These remarkable buildings of exquisite beauty are part of our
global human heritage.

The destruction of culturai carriers, read human beings, is carried out in
so many ways. Many people are killed or wounded as a result of direct
military action; hit by grenades or shrapnels, sniper's bullets or stepping
on mines. I would like to point out that the majority of the victims are
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defenceless civilians — mostly women and children and elderly men, with
no possibility at all to escape or avoid this military aggression. Inter-
national accepted symbols as the red cross or the red crescent have been
direct targets in this war - against all international conventions.

The term "organized violence" is stemming from the time of the apart-
heid regime in South Africa. The existence of "organized violence” was
always denied by officials. On the contrary the blame was put on some
"black gangsters and criminals". Organised violence was a part of the
political structure and the military strategy of the apartheid regime.
Organized violence was carried out by military or paramilitary groups,
police of secret police or "parapolicia" some carrying uniform, some
not, regardless of the way of dressing, always armed to the teeth, well
planned actions and always with means of transportation. 1 wonder about
this fuss about uniform! Is it because of military conventions? Is the
organized violence carried out as a military order more acceptable? Is it
more excusable to say: [ only obeyed and followed given order! The
"laws of war" do not give the right to these atrocities anyway!

Organized violence - also called systemized violence - can be carried
out within a nation or as in the war in former Yugosiavia between
nations. The goal is destruction of the "others". Destruction of cultural
identity, destabilisation of the society, disruption of cohesiveness,
distortion of infrastructure. The terror creates fear and to flee seems to
be the only option for survival. "Ad hoc" killings, torture, rape, mock
executions, forced to witness or to take part in killings and sexual abuse,
forced migration (after signing papers that they leave by free will).
Looting of property, burning down homes and houses, blowing up
buildings - like schools, churches and medical centers destroying not
only their function in the society, but also destroying the symbolic
meaning of support and help in the cultural context. The result is chaos —
loss of meaning, loss or predictability and control of one's own life. The
future and past is lost. Everything that reminds of the cultural identity is
distorted and gets a negative connotation of not being able to survive and
even not "fit" to survive. The aggressors give themselves the right to
carry out the organized violence with historical legitimacy. Extinguishing
the "others" as an act of righteousness! The "others" are always mentio-
ned in “collective” called something connected with small animals you
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want to get rid of - like "lice, ants or rats". If bigger animals are used
always the female words in a degrading sense - are used - bitches or
asses. But the perpetrators give themselves names as - the white eagles,
or the tigers, or the toros. Words associated with strength, vigilance and
viritity. The intention is clear, to broaden the gap between perpetrators
and the victims. Very deliberately without human associations. Just think
if they all considered themselves as human beings ~ in the same boat -
this project of destruction would not be possible.

The destruction of basic trust between members of a society make people
more susceptible to organized violence and thus the resistance is difficult
to mobilise. The victims also carry the collective shame and/or the
individual guilt of having been abused. They blame themselves for what
happened even if they intellectually know the fault is not theirs. All this
adds to the physical and psychological ilibeing. Their own knowledges,
experiences, traditions, norms and personal histories, all what we in our
daily speech call culture has no relevance or value. Persons surviving
organized violence are victims for the rest of their lives. Especially
wormen have experienced that their female identity have been smudged
and that their reproductive capacity has been the specific target of
aggression. The utmost humiliation of human dignity. Of course, this
way of "killing people” is cheap and easy and guarantees life long
sufferings for the victims and bears an impact on coming generations —
second, third, even fourth.

The psychological aspects of war is like a symbolic drama taking place
within the mind of the human beings or within the mind of a nation.
When we all humans feel threatened we react mentally with regression
and a number of other primitive psychological defence mechanisms like
splitting, projection, denial and turning to opposite. The purpose of these
psychological reactions is to protect and put safeguard to our threatened
EGOs = nucleus of identity. When changes are coming to abruptly on

us and when we do not understand and we only experience losses, of
course, we all react like this, more or less aware of these psychological
reactions.

When we feel threatened we either attack (fight) or we flee from it
(flight) or become extremely passive and do nothing but stand still. The
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reactions are biological responses from the oldest part of our brain,
called the snake brain or the reptile brain, and evokes reactions in our
vegetative nervous system. The physiological responses are the fight and
flight response (the so called sympaticus response) or the more passive
response (the so called parasympaticus response). There is a sex diffe-
rence. Men tend to react more with the sympaticus than women.

The higher, more developed parts, called the "big brain", where e.g.
thoughts, language, abstractions, sense of right and wrong, morale and
empathy etc.. regulates our lower part of the brain. But this control
mechanism can be disturbed if the big brain is under influence of drugs
and/or alcohol and/or extreme physical hardships. The reality becomes
distorted and we behave in a strange way, that we would not do under
ordinary conditions. Of course, the individual variations are big, but in
general terms this is possible with all of us if we are forced into extreme
conditions. There are some people who most of the times are driven by
primitive impulses and have a sensatton of threat and can't control
themselves and attack as first step. We call them "persona immatura" .
Alcohol and drugs, of course, has a negative influence on the control
mechanism of the big brain. Most violence carried out in this world is
under the influence of alcohol and by men. The male sex hormone
lestosterone not only activates the sexual potence but also the aggressivi-
1y. The excessive use of anabolic steroids (chemically and pharmacologi-
cally similar to the male sex hormones) among some extreme body
builders show the adverse effects of this type of drugs, uncontrolled
aggressivity especially with the combination of alcohol and/or drugs.

The reason for my diving into the depths of biology is to explain that the
possibility of such behaviour is amongst us all - individuals or nations.
Depending on the individual and collective control mechanisms and
structures created in our society and culture.,

It seems that the culture of violence has an incredible high status in the
Western world. Violence as amusement e.g. in sports and films (even
Donald Duck for children). Violence in politics! With the ongoing war in
Bosnia-Herzegovina it is easy to think "those down at Balkan with their
tribal primitive behaviour”: Well, look at our hooligans - the football
supporters. Put them in uniforms and arm them with weapons. What is
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the difference. Especially if all our governments would sanction their
behaviour and make it a virtue for the nation's survival. Of course, they
would go berserk and amok.

The human being - with enormous capacity - nature has endowed in our
brains can be used constructively but also destructively. At the same
time as mankind has created the most precious pieces of art at the same
time we have been able to construct the possibilities of total human
devastation, the nuclear bomb, and other ABC weapons and the con-
centration camps to effectively kill off people.

So, ladies and gentlemen, my answer is that organized violence is part of
the military strategy in the political structure to destroy culture — people
and monuments. The challenge, as I see it, is to use our knowledge and
imagination and to create possibilities to restore human health and human
dignity and recreate the cultural monuments. It will be our joint efforts
and a responsibility for the whole international community.

The seminar - a summary

Bengt O H Johansson

Despite the fact that armed conflicts and poverty today are threatening
the cultural heritage all over the world our discussions inevitably centred
on what takes place in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

The seminar started with establishing some basic facts about the destruc-
tion that has taken - and takes - place in ex-Yugoslavia. An estimated
percentage of 75% of the cultural heritage is damaged - in spite of the
fact that UNESCO has tried to intervene and at last managed to stop the
shelling of Dubrovnik.

The presentations showed, very clearly, that the destruction of the
heritage has been, and is carried out as a part of a strategy of ethnic
cleansing. As General Lars-Erik Wahlgren put it: "When conflicts are
ethnic the symbols are important to destroy". The destruction of symbols
are by no means new to the world. Professor Boylan pointed out many
occasions in the history of mankind when looting of monuments took
place as a part of warfare.

It was observed that historic facts were systematically distorted in ex-
Yugoslavia for a long pre-war period in order to justify claims on terri-
tories. An afterthought of self critic was voiced in the discussions; in
some way the success of the cultural heritage movement and our habit of
pointing out the heritage as a matter of national identity might have
paved the way for this destruction.

The experience from many UN peace-keeping missions show that the
UN forces have a good chance of contributing to the saving of the
heritage as a part of their humanitarian mission. This task is however
rendered more difficult by the fact that there has not been a clear man-
date from the Security Council to do so. Ideally, it was said, liaison
officers for the protection of the cultural heritage should work inside the
UN Peace-Keeping Forces not least in order to get access to areas that
should be monitored. The importance of adequate training of the UN
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military personnel - as is already done in the Netherlands - was also
stressed. The training should give a solid knowledge of the Hague
convention and the World Heritage Convention as well as of the cultural
heritage in the area and what could be done to safeguard it. Manuals for
military personnel should be prepared already in peace time; luckily
handbooks have been produced by some parties.

In all peace-keeping efforts — so it was pointed out - it is very important
to seek the support of the local population. This also is true for initi-
atives from the international community to start heritage conservation
work. Several speakers underlined the importance of this approach.

We learned about the creation of the Hague Convention, its structure, its
protocot and how it could be used in order to enforce the idea that
deliberate destruction of the cultural heritage in war (may the object of
the cultural heritage at risk be small or large, of worldwide or local
importance) is a crime against humanity. We were also reminded that the
Hague convention rightly states that the cultural heritage in all its variety
belongs to all people.

The Convention is however weakened by the fact that few states have
signed it and that there are no sanctions for countries who violates the
Convention. Furthermore it is applicable only in the case of war, and the
fact that war is at hand is often denied by nations involved in civil war.

The World Heritage Convention may in comparison give the internatio-
nal community somewhat better opportunities to act in defence of World
Heritage in danger, at least in the case of civil war. This was however a
matter where opinions differed among us. We were told however that
UNESCO is active in promoting the Hague Convention and making it
better known, also encouraging governments to prepare in peace time for
any kind of disaster that might occur besides war. It would be helpful if
the NGOs would question their governments about the Convention and
what their governments views might be regarding its implementation.

We agreed that the networks should be strengthened, primarily the
national networks between government, heritage administration,
UNESCO National Commissions, NGOs - such as ICOMOS - and the
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military in order to ensure that the importance of the cultural heritage is
understood and visible in the decision and information process. We also
agreed to keep an ethic discussion about the heritage alive and stress the
importance of bringing down to reality all the promises made by respon-
sible parties about education on all levels.

Talking about networks brought up the proposal from ICOMOS on the
creation of a fund for the safeguarding of cultural heritage at risk. The
fund - which structure and administration is already well worked out in
the proposal - should work somewhat like the Red Cross and without
being tampered by unnecessary bureaucracy.

Another glimpse of optimism was given in the presentation of the World
Commission on Culture and Development headed by the former UN
Secretary General Mr Perez de Quellar where fundamental questions on
the future of the cultural heritage are going to be discussed and hopefully
processed on the international level in connection with Agenda 21.

Our media representatives helped us to understand that mass media
follows its own changing conventions. In doing so the search for the
human dimension is always very important: without the help of artists
and authors we could never succeed in getting the message across. They
can give us the emotions needed in order to understand the human values
that are threatened and the "black holes" in people's mind that are
created by such acts as the destruction of the bridge in Mostar. This
aspect was very clear in the report brought to us from Sarajevo on the
horrors and human tragedies of the besieged city. The discussions that
followed these interventions centred on the importance of supporting
independent media in such conflicts but also on the need to study the role
of media in the creation of pre-war tensions.

At the very end we were given the physicians view on the nature of
violence, its location in the human brain versus that part in the brain
were human dignity is situated. The latter part of our mind must be
helped to prevail. Our discussions about the importance of safeguarding
the cultural heritage in armed conflict was strengthened by this perspec-
tive. That is in the end why efforts like those we were discussing in the
seminar are so important: Culture is an essential part of human dignity.
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