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Gravure van Remacle le Loup (ca. 1740)

(uit: P.L. Sanmery, Les delices du Pais de Liege..., Luik 1744, IV)

HERKENRODE
===================

The revaluating of the site of the former Cistercian Abbey of Hel~kenrode
by integrating into it a new 11Onastery for the Regular Cannonesses of
the Holy Sepulchre. ( Situated in Kuringen, near Hasselt, Belgium)

by ir.architect Lucas VAN HERCK , Lector at K.U.LEtUVen .

The Gbbey ~ founded in 1182 by the Coun~s of Loon .neGr to their
new cGstle Gt Kuringen. WGS the first Gbbey for CisterciGn nuns in the
NetherlGnds. It becGme the funerGl church of the counts.Gnd WGS very
iD\portGnt for the development of the region.
From 1317 it stGrted to be Gn import~nt centre for pilgriNage. due to a
-Mir~culous Holy SGcrGment-.
LGter .in ~he 16D century .the county Gnd Glso the abbey came under
the direct infllJence of the P\~ince-Bishops of Li~ge. They coTItributed G
lot to the welfGre and the powe\~ of the abbey ,:lnd stimulated Gt that
R\Oment the renovGtion and extention of the abbey.Important buildings of
this period still e:<ist. as well as ~he new construc~ions built in the
17° century during the contrG-reformGtion.
Finally in the mid 18° century a totGlly new albbatial Gbbey pl~n in
classisistic style WGS developed by archi~ec~ Laurent Benoit Dewez
Only the stil existing new Gbbesshouse WGS cons~ruc~ed.

50 .dlJring its history, the Gbbey hGd G lot. of iD\portant building
Gctivities, ~n,j was, until its abolition in 1796 by the French invaders
after the French revolution. one of the D\OSt import~nt Gnd richest
~bbeys of the coun~ry.
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On t:he basis of t:hese ele..ent:s ,and relat:ed t:o t:he dualit:y irl t:he
.onast:ic life of t:he August:inesses of t:he Holy Sepul~hre, we drew up t:he
following plan for t:he new developlDent: of t:he sit:e, also dividing it:
int:o t:wo part:s:
-First:ly ; The original lane and gat:ewaybuilding will again give access
t:o t:he monast:ic sit:e wit:h :

+ t:he fal'. and wat:er.lill; necessary infrast:ruct:ure t:o preserve t:he
sorrounding area as an agricult:ural t:~ansit: zone between t:he growing
t:owrl afld t:he morlastel~y.

+ Passing by t:he archeological sit:e of t:he for.er Cist:ercian
cloist:er and church t:he rout:e leads t:o t:he new IDc,nast:ery.In t:his way t:he
ruins beco.e a zone of t:ransgression, reflect:ion, and feed back fro.. t:he
past.

.Th. n.w cloist.r its.'f is int.gr.t.d into th. .r.. with th.
r..ains of th. 16. c.ntury abb.sshous..
-S.condly ; th. .xt.rn.l s.rving p.rt. th. r.fl..tion gu.sthous.. wi1l
b. carri.d out in th. 18. c.ntury O.w.z-building. with its whit. .xtro-
v.rt cl.ssisistic styl. showing th. op.ning of th. .onast.ry to th.
outsid. world.

-Th. link b.tw..n both parts is situat.d on th. .ntranc. squor.. at th.
south wing .using this w.y. th. for..r coach-porch. of th. cist.r.i.n
abb.sshous. as .ntr.nc. for th. n.w .onast.ry its.lf.

The new chapel. the Church of The Holy Sepulchre beirlg the
central and main pole of the monastery. and the reason of their
existance (" to serve the Holy Sepulchre of the ressurected Lord M) is
situated in the centre. and is closing again this. way the inrlercourt of
the former abbess-house .creating the new McloisterM.The chapel has a
separated entrarlce for the guests in relation to t.he central square .

The entrance of the nlonastery itself is planned in the former porch
in the south wing. and leads by passages to the chapel and the cloister,
passing by the portal'sroo81 and the parlours. The latter are situated in
two gothic valJlted l'OO8IS with splendid 16° century wall-paintings ,dis-
covered and restored during the works.The upperfloo,' of the south wing

contains so8,e guest-rooms and the morlastery administration.

The Alonastic roo81S are situated in the east wing, with on the
groundflQol' the chapter-rQQm, the library, and the refectQ"Y; and some
work- and rec,'eation rQQms in the north-wing. The wonderful gothic
cellars with roaanesque remains, have been arranged as a permanent
exhibition are~ about the histo,'y and the meaning of the fQ,'aer cister-
cian abbey ~nd the new Ilonaste,'y .The newly constructed upperfloors
contain some 30 cells and se,'vice-rooms .

In the south-ea:st corner we constructed a J1,ew kitchen and guest-
refectory. In this way dividing and individualising the park behind the
buildings intQ two parts one belonging to the monastery itself, arld
the other pa,'t. the english landschape garden. in relatiorl to the 18°
century abbessllouse , becoming now the guesthQuse f~:Jr reflection .

The bl.Jilding philosophy was ou1:1ined in 1:hree levels:
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+ firstly: careful restoration:
Where the new functions were about the same as

original ones, and whe\~e the e~<isting buildings and the historical
~rcheological studies offered s.~fficient infor.~tion for ~
restauration. This has been done for the 16° century p~rts of the
wing ~nd for a part of the cellars ~nd the stairtower in the east wing.

+ Second I y: Conse\~v~tion :
Where the still existing origin~l building substance

did not offer the right info\~m~tion for a non hypothetic~l restauration.
50 we tried to v~lidate the exis~ing ele.ents ~nd we ~dded where
necess~ry with up to date design. I~ has been .~inly applied for the 18°
cent.~ry coach-porch in the so.~th wing, and will be ~pplied for the
re.ains of the north-wing.

+ Thirdly : New construction :
Where the original buildings h~d been destroyed, or

where there was a need for expansion, we ~ried ~o design ~n up to date
sober lIonastic archi tect.~re, always leaving .a kind of gap betwee... the
original b.~ildings and the new ones in the contact zones, and preserving
the ruined state as basis for the addition!i. This w~s done for the
floors of the east wing, the new kitchen with guest-refectory, ~nd the
ch~pel.

The res'tora'tion and new cons-truc-tion works s'tar'ted a-t 'the end o-f
1981 and were -finished in .ay 1986.

The previous description shows that the existing structural
situation and the rell.aining buildings togethe'r with their sigl".i fical"'.::e
gave the directiol". and the il..spiration for the .~evdluation of the for Iller
abbatial site by integrating in it a Tlew monastery of a totally
different order.

This historical monas~ic si~e was the source of chris~ianity in
this region since ~he 12° cen~ury, singific..ati.qn wich the area had los~
due ~o ~he French Revolu~ion. By constructing in this site a r.ew .onas-
tery, ~he 5iste,~s intended to revalorize ~hi~; source and ~o create an
new source of spiri~ual life. At the same mOD\en~ it was for the.selfes
an ac~ion of returning to ~he real sources of' ~heir own monastic order
within the cultural evolution 50 the remaining relies of the for.er
abbess-house, references to the forme,~ iconoclasts of the French
revolution, have not been wiped out, but have been taker. up as the
actual ini tial stage in the r.ew ,~eligious framework. The new .onastery
works up ~hese historical sources no~ wi th a conserva~ior. reflex, b.~t
in~ends with the construc~ion of ~he new cen~rally built Church of the
Holy 5epulchre to become the new source,heart and signification-giver of
the site. The resto\~ation in this context is no longer a conservative
ac~ ir. the sense of immobility, wi~h ~he only intention of preserving
the ma~erial values of the pas~, but becomes an in~egrated part of the
general revaluating of ~he si~e.

Finally i~ '5 now ~he new monastery wi~h ~he chapel of the Holy
5epulchre, wich becomes ~he new cen~re and source for the fur~her
evolution and valorisation of ~he si~e within ~he struc~ural connexior.
of the old abbey and the new monas~ery. The newly built 5epulchrechapel
beco.es ultimately the stin\ulus and the reason for the further resto-
ra~ion, conservation a.nd revalorisa~ion of t-he site. The old context
prese\~ves its p,'evio.ls values and D\eanings , b,Jt this has been lifted up
'3nd will be reloaded with new ones in the further developBlent of the new

.on'3s~ery.

The presen1: hase 1:aken iT"1 1:he pas1: ~s i1:s source of buildig up a
new signi fica1:inn for the fl~1:ure .
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THE REVALUATING OF HERKENRODE .(summary)
=========================- ~========

A new monaste)~y for the Regular Cannonesses of the holy Sepulchre ,
following the rules of st. AIJgustinus, was constructed within the site
of the forn)e\~ first ( °11B2 ) and la\~gest abbe'JI' of Cisterciarl rluns in
the Netherlands.

The paper discusses the different studie~i and the .ain options
involved in the realisation of this project.

Sirice the abolition of the abbey (~796) during the F,~ench Revolu-
tion. an impo)~tant part of the for.er I)onastic buiildings were destroyed,
al tered, or given new secular functions. Neverth,eless the Dlairl Stl~I.J.::tu-
raI olJtlirle of the site ar Id its su\~rounding lan(jscape has been preser-
ved. as weIl as sOR\e of the interestiTIg buildings. Finally only so.e
seconda,~y farmers extension buildings have al tE~red the partly rl.Jined
area .

In 1972 t:he Sist:ers of t:he Holy Sepulchre be'gan ta buy parts of the
sit:e ,with the int:ent:ion of building t:heir new monastery wit:hin t:his
historical monastic area. Our revaluating study started in august 1976,
and t:he restoration and new construction works started at t:he end of
1981 and were finished in ..ay 1986.

The insel~tion of this new monast:ery wi t:hin 'the si t:e tries ta reva-
luate the remaining hist:orical st:ructural out:line of the al~ea iand ta
give it a new sense in relation ta the new buildings. The new Honas-
t:e\~y, const:ruct:ed wi t:hin the remains of t:he for.,~r 16° centuries Abbes-
house, consists piartly of rest:ored buildings and part:ly of new construc-
t:ions.

The new Honast:ery works up t:his hist:oricial solJrce nat with a con-
serviation refle:< but intends with t:he new cent:ra:Lly built: church of the
Holy Sepulchl~e t:o become the new heiart and sensE~giver of the si te. The
\~est:oration is no longer a conservat:ive act:, witl"\ only t:he intention of
preserving t:he values of the past, but becomes an int:egrated part of the
general I~evaluating of t:he site, with t:he new buildings as new centre.

The present has taken in the piast as ~ts source of buildirlg up ia
new sense for t:he futul~e .
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LA REVALORISATION DE HERKENRODE. (Résumé)
========================================;

Un r,ouveau col~vent pour les Channoinesses ,'égul i~res du Saint
Sépulcre, sl~ivant la r~gle du St.Augustin, a été érigée dans le site
historique de l'ancien rie abbaye de Herkenrode. Elle fût la pre.ière
(01182) et une des plus grandes des abbayes des Da.es Cisterciennes
dans les -Pays-bas".

La présentation traite les différentes études et les options
principales concernant la réalisation de ce projet.

Depuis l'abolition de l'abbaye lors de la révoll~tion Francaise
(1976) , une grande partie des anciens bat:i.errts ..onastiques a été
démolie et R'utilée, ou a recu de nouvelles utilisations séculaires.
Néanmoi ns la st,'uctu,'e générale du si te et des paysages envi ronnarlts a
été conservée. FinaleRIent il n' y a que quelques nouvelles constructior.s
secondaires agricoles q'~i al t~,'ent le si te partiellement rl~iné .

A pa,'tir de 1972 ,les Soeurs du Saint Sépulcre ont co..encé d'ache-
ter des parties des terrains avec l' intention de const"uire leur nouveal~
couvent dans cet ancien site R'onastique. Nos études de revalorisation
ont été enta.,ées en août 1976, et les travaux de restauration et de
const"uction nol~velle ont déAlarés fin 1981 et sont terminés depuis Alai

1986.
En implan~an~ le nouveau couven~, nous essayions de revaloriser e~

d' accen~l-ler la st:ruc~ure original et: hist:oriql-le du si ~e d' une par~ , et
de lui donner avec les nouvelles fonct:ions une nouvelle significa~ion
d'aut:re par~. Le nouveau monast:èt~e, inserré dans les débris de l'ancien-
ne résidence d'Abesse du 16° siécle, se compose part:ielle.en~ d'anciens
bat:i.ent:s rest:aurés e~ de nouvelles cons~ruc~ions.

Le nouveau col-lvent: n'in~ent: pas d'assimiler cet:~e source his~orique
avec un reflex de conservat:ion, mais par con~re il veu~ devenit~, par la
cons~ruct:ion cent:rale de sa nouvelle église du Sain~ Sepulcre, le
nol-lveau coeur e~ l'inst:aura~eur d' une nouvelle significa~ion du si~e.
La res~aut~a~ion n' est: plus une opet~a~ion conservat:oire dans le seTise de
l'iAImobilisme, avec cODIDte seul in~en~ion déJ préserver les valeurs du
passé, mais devien~ l-lne par~ie in~égran~e de la revalot~isa~iorl du si ~e
ayant: les nouvelles const:ruct:ions comme nouveau cen~re,~ou~ en respec-
t:ant: la st:rl-lc~ure hist:o\~ique du si ~e .

Le présent: a relevé le passé COmD\e sou\~ce à fiTI d' élabot~er la nou-
velle significat:iorl du si ~e pol-Ir son avenit~ .
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