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COLPLEY FRESERVATION AND PRESENT-DAY USE OF
HISTORIC:L ARCHITECTURAL ENSELNBLES IN ESTONIA

Fredi Tomps il
member of the ICOMOS Soviet Commlfittee

The Estonian SSR is one of the westernmost republiecs [z the
Soviet Union, situated on the east coast of the Baltic Seal. |Due
to its location in the heart of the North, all European arphi-
tectural trends from the 13th-century Romanesque up to the| 20th-
century postmodernism have left their traces on the Estonilkr
architecture. On the other hand, the Estonian peasant archiifec-
ture is extrerely individual. This is vividly expressed by |the
ul
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log-walled thatch-roofed building, a unique corbination of]| 4
dwelling and a threshing barn, designed both for living an
inz up bread corn.

The characteristic azbundance of woods in the Estonian| drea
has had a great effect upon our national architecture and. hd
mide' timber the main building material, |

Stone structures bound with lime mortar appeared in Ebtonia
as late as in the Kiddle Ages, in the 13{h century, and thht is
why our oldest structures date back to that time,

OUne of tke main aims in the protection =nd rreservatipd of
architectural nonuments is to perpetuate the devzlopment of [the
national architecture by preserving its most zuthentic samples,
beginning with the oldest survived buildings wivh Jifferent |u.es
and ending up with the contemporary ones.

The aims of the protection of architecturzl monuments|i.ve
undergone a considerable change—instead of single Luildinefs |now
building complexes, complete architecturzl ence.''es are tb |be
preserved,

As historical architectural ensembl-s ir Estusia the fdl-
lowing objects are listed: .
(1) Ethnogzraphic farmsteads where the outuard appearance of |[buiii -
ings is characterized by log walls and by high reed or thapdh
roofs which keep the buildings warm in winbter znd cool in Hijrmer.
Besides the dwelline there is a cowshed, a granary, barns fdr
fodd, cloth and clothing in the Estonian farmstead yard angd |at
a2 emall distance a smithy and a bath-house. Through apes the bath-
house has been one of the chief structures in the farmvard+there
body was washed and treated in hot steam, birth was given td a
child and the later part of one's life was spent,
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In different regions of Estonia o0ld farm buildings are |listed
and preserved in their original location, Still, on the outgkirts
of the Estonian capital Tallinn a museum of peasant archit¢dtbure—
the Estonian State Open+Air luseum— has been founded., Ther¢ [typi-

cal specimens of peasant architecture from all ethnographijf
regions of the republic are exhibited.
The oldest farm buildings date from the 18th century and thei:
complex restoring and preserving is mostly based on their ¢xhi-
bitional functions:  ——— — _
(2) Kajor historical centres of agricultural production—majpors
The builaings of the manors date mainly from the barogue,
classicism and historicism periods, presenting a grand archiltec-
tural scene in the rural setting,
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The manor cn sembles comprising twenty to thirty znd none
bLlltln*“ are nowadays practically all in use as agricultural
centres, echeelheuse 3, cultural centres, etc,

Historical manor complexes are found all over the: republie

and 250 of them are listed.

The architecture of manor buildings znd their surroundings

ucsi[n d in style—parks, walks, bodies of water—are jan interest-
sight besides preetleel use of the buildings. ;
(jﬁ Ulllaﬁes as ethnographic and historical architectural en-
sembles

45 architectural ensembles five vlllegee are listed, eadgh
under a different protection regime.

Four of the villages are permanently iﬂheblted, one ‘fishing
village functions as a museum,

smong them the village of Koguva, situated on the Island of

buhu and founded in 1532 by the peasant elder Hansken, has the
oldest buildings.

Another singular village is Kédsmu on the north .coast of

Ecstonia, in the lahemaa Naticnal Park., Its buildings’are not |sc

pld as those of Koguva but they retain well the local colouring

6f the coastal village. Kdsmu has been well known as a training

' centre of seafarers and as the so-called ship captains' village

eince the pravious century. ‘

Building activities in the ethnographic villzges with yol-

m.77nt population are also subjected to specic! centrel, the

>

2im ¢ ‘hich is to preserve and restore the ...’ itectirs’ wnoedp-
() G 1ces of provincial tovms

' bieg architectural ensembles our disiiic+ centres av
i TerprJed epeelel attention.

43 decree of the governgment of the ;=rn1t ¢ in 10 grovir:
14l lLowns a prdtection zone was established 8 size snoucnisg
tn 2.544.5 per cent of the total area of ths ..uwas,

Jeat of the towns were granted city righbz in the 13th
centuvy, one of them in 1784, this being the oldest town in
Eetenia built after a design.

The local natural conditions had a considerable effect (n
the establishment of the historical provincial centres—turce [of
them were affected by a river, two by a lake and two by the gea,
4 l3th-century fortified stronghold serves as the main reasor
for the rise of eight of the towns.

In their planning, structure of buildings and avchitgcture
the provincial towns differ considerably, and one of the aimg of
their regeneration is to preserve their specific individuality.
This means that the buildings significant from the point of view
of the history of architecture should be restored and various
other buildings which surround them and create the local coldur-
ing should be selectively preserved and renovated,

(5? The historical core of the republic's capital Tallinn

The Arab geographer ldrisi marked Tallinn as a big fort |on
his world map as early as 1154,

The protection zone of the 0ld Town was established in 1966
and it comprises the whole 0ld Town, the fortifications surrqund-
ipe it—including the medieval town wall with defence towers—gnd
nore recent earthworks with bastions and a moat. The total area
of the protection zone covars 125 u=.
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The prevailing erchitectural siyle in the old part of Tal-
1inn is the Gothic and the originelly preserved siructure of th
tovm, most of its medievel buildings and foriifications ere of
preat value.

As the republic's sdministrative and cultural centire the
01d Tovm of Tallinn still retaing its historicel content. Varilous
buildings end structures in ifts historical architectural ensenbles
reflect the developnent of the national culture of living and|the

history of science and technology.

Complex preservation and restoration of historical archij
tectural ensembles is an exiremely complicated task depending|gn
2 number of factors. Without doubt, this is one of the most cor-
plicated tasks that faces the restorers in their work. And even
in case of permanent and ceaseless work the results worthy of
rentioning will be seen only after decades. This particularly
concerns the historical towvms where the implesentation of aim
is the most complicated.

The following methodological sequence of work has been e
- tablished in the field of preservation and restoration of arc]

tectural monuments:
(1) Thorough study of the object through archivel and field iy
vestigotion and ascertainment of the existing situation (phot
graphy, photogrammetry, surveying) which is the basis for fTur
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tork.
(2) Joint working out of the object's retorsiic nad function|.}
uns sczcents end their enalysisin the geientific ccuncil.

{(3) Drafting of the object's preliminery desipgn wiuw 2us 2evi-f
by the object's possessor snd by the Estonien Tnopectorate o
Protection of Architectural llonumenis.

(#) Lrafting of the object's working design; in cource of Lhils
vork the requirements for sanitary engrineering ana fireproofijed -
are spﬁc%fégd:h : '
. P e G Sea H 51 L g i srchitde
tural enEEméleseigecgrgggd outdgﬁLgnsﬁgggagfi%%f%%ﬁ%ga%fﬁéﬁT%5
wonuments, which unites the best experts in bhis Field in “he
rspublic. The tasks set up in the projects are implemernted 1y
special organization—the kstonian Restoration Hoard—which lLas
subsidary offices in every Estonian historical town.
The protection zone of a historicsl town or of a srallar

area whlch 1s covered with buildings constitutes but a spall part
of a big whole. This necessitates the solution of various otjier
tpeclal problems accompanying *the restoration, such as traffile)
transportation and utility lines (heating, water supply, sewelrt
are, electricity and telephone communication). Y

. All these technical matters are solved by the republic's
chief design organization—the State Design Institute "Eesti Flrg-
Jekt” by regarding in the detail plan of a historical town qupif-
ter or an architectural e¢nsemble the special requirements and| 4ims
set fg; the protection of architectural monuments.

~uese special reguirements in the concept of the comnles

preservation of historical architecture apply to all the builfidn. -
of the ensemble and to everything in its immediate vieinity, '

, Various ancillary buildings which belong to the main striv '
ture and also the greenery, bodies of water, roads, strecb:

e
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surrounding landscape give a new ang wider content
tion of architectural monuments,
today and in the future, the nation for whom we

Mha me
The ma

preserve the property of the past is going to need ever more and
still firmer confirmation for cultivation of affection for his
home which unites and is always calling him back, The national
culture of every nation is inseparable from the world culture.

And this is the moral aspect of the preservation of histo-
rical architecture, an aim extremely-difficult but still possible
to achieve, )

The preservation of architectural monuments, especially their
preservation as big ensembles, is closely connected vith their

resent-day use. Buildings are designed for use and through their
further use we preserve the most valuable part of the architecture.
The more than a century-old restoring practice in Estonia has
proved that preservation and restcration of monuments begins with
finding a new proper use for the buildings which have become
useless, At the same time, the aims to preserve and restore the
monuments' architectural and historical value must always be pri-
mary.

o

- This is even more true of~the egeneration of architectural
ensembfes. There a new and lasting i%e has to be given to a g?ggel

built-up area. Complex protection of the area includes preserva-

tion and restoration of the -ensembles historical structure, of
its/streets’ and plots' barders and of various_other erections.
/ An historicel architectural ensemble should be trezted in
its duvelopment and with the archibtectural changoo due $e it
' ‘An historical architectural ensemble which comprises dozens
sometimes even hundreds of buildings different in size purpose ..,.3
materials, mostly can't exist solely as a sight. This is luxury e
can be srfforded in present-day practical life only by way of
exceptiow when dealing with extraordinary architectural property.
ANnC 30, in order to extensively preserve historical buildins
nothing -emains to be done but to find possibilities for their
future *se, to look for ways for adapting present-day life to the
old architectural form, ‘ o A
sach historical architectural ensemble chosen for preserva-
tion conprises buildings of different import and architectural
and historical value., This in-its turn necessitates carrying out
construction activities of different kind, maximum restoring and
putting up new buildings included. ] B _ o
In %he principles of regeneration of ancient towns and res-
toration of buildings the above statements have been tsken into
account.. The principles themselves are as follows:
- find for the 01d Town a function which is necessary for the whole
town and raise the living and working conditions in the 0143
Town to contemporary level ‘ N
- preserve the original structure of the 0ld Town and its archi<
tectural property
- give special attention to complex restoration of architectural
ensembles and to exposure of cultural Eroperty
~ adapt and subordinate the new architecture +to¢ the priority of
- the bistorical one
¢ As follows from. this, complex regeneration of the Cld "‘own
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does not mean demolition of the existing architecture and pybsti- |.
tuticen a new one for it, but preservation of the Tormer =nf bis-
torically valuable architecture and its adaptation to new piesent-

day needs.
Fursueing these aims in Tallinn's old rart the work hgg been
carried on almost for two decades, in other Estonian histopical
towns almost for one decade, For the work Tallinn was awarfgd
the so-called European gold medal and Kingissepa was awardpgd
the State Frize of the Estonian SSR for its 0ld Tovm.
The complex regeneration of Estonian historiccl towns| i
following the ccurse zpproved by practice., The main stress| i
laid on the improvement of conditions in the town and on the
increase in the townsfolk's welfare., The tasks arising frop |tour-
1sm end recreation for tourists are taken into account, bup [these
are not primary.
The aim of our work is not to crezte a town-museum, bht] to
turn historical town guarters into a reeded and nice living |and
working place for tihe dwellers,
,Various positive examples can be given on such activifies
in Tallinn: . 3 1
— the ancient czstle on Toompea has been for ages and is sEill
the site of the republic's government
— the Town Hall belongs now, too, to the municipslity and
site for festive receptions and for awarding the most - :
citizens
in the defence towers of the town wall wuszums snd cefds|Hove
been opened; the town wall itself is an histopical sight
— the pastions znd the moat surrcundins Sha 018 Saes have helen i
turned into a rleasant green area for the hels tovn ]
— in the hisftoric:tl buildings of the Clé Town various lesadin
-institutions of the republic have thzir offices, even suth
establishments as the Puppet Theatre, the Youth Thezstre, | ths
Old Tovm Studio, the Niguliste Concert-hall, the archsecloey
centre, the children's art centre, etc,
Similar exzmples can be given on ether Estonian histopilezl
tovns where ancient buildings successfully serve presert—d
needs, In Fingissepa, for instance, in the lest decade morg |[than
two dozen establishments or offices removed iante historical [build-
ings vhich were, adapted for them. Let's count some of them!}
the wedding house, the children's mucic school, the library
bookshop, the club for game hunters, the houses of heavy ath-
letics, the café in the windmill, the souvenir shop, the hiilp-
dresser's parlour, the old curiosity shop, etec.
kach of the.establishments has a different space prostarne 8
and technology. In spite of this, the historical buildings |rjtainet
their achitectural value vhen adapted to the new needs =nd|hkr-
monize with their new function, Besides the architecture ¢f
every single building, the historical loczl colouring of the
Old Town, its individuality and pecularity are preserved.
5o %he age-old zncient architecture is being revivea nola-
days and aquires a new meganing and the prominent landmarks |ip ouf
national culture will remaiun.,
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COLFLYY FRESHRVATION AND FPREZUNT-DAY USE CF
BISTCRICAL ARCHITHECTURAL EKSELBLES IN ESTONIA
Fredi Tomps
Kember of the ICCKOS Soviet Committee

The bstonian SSR is one of the westernmost republics in the
Scviet Union, situated on the east coast of the Baltic Sea. Due
to its location in the heart of the KNorth, all Europesn archi-
tectural trends since the 13th certury have left traces in
mstonia, , .. : B

4s historical architectural ensembles ethnographic farm-
steads, manor centres, villages, cores of provincial towns and
the centre of Tallinn, the capital of the republic sre listed
in ostonia.vithin the borders of the ensenbles protection zones
subjected to a special regime have been enacted, there complex
preservation and restoration of historical architecture is fore~

seen,
+Le methodological seguence of work in this field is es
follcws: -
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(2) “orking out of the concept for the object's recons traction
and functional use. ’ : ‘
(3) Drafting of the object's preliminary design and ite revision
ty the authorities _ '
(4) Dveiting of the object's working design
; e basic work in the field of investigation end dessan of
udstorical architecture is performed by the State S L LN N e St
of Cultuvral LKonuments and designs are put into practice by a
special restoration organization—the Estonien Restor:tion Boeard,
’ Th~ man today and in the future, the reople fo he: e :
preseive the values of the past need ever Lore convincing assape-
ance in order to cultivate affection for the native counfey,
which unites them end calls back hore. Here arises also the ethi-~
cal zspect for preservation of historical architecture.

Preservation of historical architecture as an ensemble is
closely linked to monuments proper present-day use. Buildings
are designed for pruzctical use and by their continued use we -
preserve tne most valuable part of our architecture. S

An architectural ensemble should be treated in its develop-
nent and with the architectural changes due to it. )

Taking into account the above statements let us present
the main principles on regeneration of anciené towns and on re-
construction of ‘buildings:

— find for the 0ld Town a function vhich is necessary for the

- whole town : :

— preserve the original structure of the 01d Town and its archi-
tectural property -~ - '

— give special attention to complex restoration of architectural
ensembles and to exposure o cultural property

— adapt and subordinate the new architechure to the priority of

- the historical one ' )

In more than ten years of_gractical work the regeneration of
Estonian historical toOwns has taken a definite direction. Main
siress is laid on increasing the welfare of the townspeople,

. Through these extensive activities the are-0ld anciont
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