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STATEMENT 

by the Ukrainian National Committee 

of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) 

on the threat of destruction of the  

"Derzhprom (House of State Industry)" in Kharkiv,
on the Ukrainian World Heritage Tentative List

The Ukrainian cultural heritage belongs to the entire humanity and is a treasury of 

the world civilization. The cultural heritage of the city of Kharkiv is an integral part of 

the cultural heritage of Ukraine and the world. A wareness of the significance of the 

national cultural heritage of the Ukrainian people, understanding the scale of the 

problem of its destruction during the Russian-Ukrainian war for world civilization, 

prompted the Ukrainian National Committee of the International Council on 

Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) to make this Statement. 

Today, the historie center of Kharkiv, its historical core and administrative and 

business center - an ensemble of buildings dating back to the 1920s and 1950s with a 

unique architectural and spatial structure - is under great threat. As a result of almost 

daily shelling, Kharkiv, perhaps more than any other Ukrainian city, suffers from 

repeated interference into the public infrastructure of the historie city. Individual 

monuments, parts of monuments, and the traditional building of city blocks are being 

destroyed, which has led to serious violations of the architectural and urban planning 

integrity of the historie part of Kharkiv. 

Special worries are being raised about the House of State Industry (Derzhprom), 

which is in the UNESCO Tentative List ofWorld Cultural Heritage. 

The monument is located at the south-western side of the circular part of 

Svobody Square, which at the time of its existence was one of the largest in Europe. The 

existing development of the round part of the square with monuments of architectural 

constructivism and Art Deco is an example of the ensemble of Kharkiv as the first 

capital of Ukraine. 

Derzhprom is the world's first state-level administrative building designed in 

modernist forms. The world's largest building in the style of architectural constructivism 

was built at the beginning of the development of this style and had a significant impact 

on the further development of not only Ukrainian but also global architecture. 

The monument expresses in avant-garde language the unity of monumentality, 

officialness and representation of the state level. The example of Derzhprom embodies 






