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Edito
Dear Readers,

Whether it is cultural or natural ,  tangible or intangible,
terrestrial or underwater; whether it stops at the
primary definit ion of heritage or extends to the cultural
and creative industries: our Culture is our greatest
asset. 

Culture, especial ly on our continent, has no borders, it
is what defines our identity and guides our past,
present and future. 

It  is therefore only natural that we present this new
issue dedicated to Culture, in al l  its forms. By giving the
stage to emerging professionals covering several
components of what makes up Culture, our Newsletter
attempts to decompartmentalize cultural heritage to
integrate it into a holistic approach, more faithful to
what it  is,  or really should be.

It is also an opportunity for us to highlight some of
UNESCO's cultural Conventions, often less known than
the World Heritage Convention, in particular the
Convention on the Protection of the Underwater
Cultural Heritage adopted in 2001, the Convention for
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
adopted in 2003, or the Convention on the Protection
and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions
adopted in 2005. These international treaties bear
witness to the diversity of aspects to be taken into
account in order to promote and preserve Culture as a
whole, and which it is important for us to better
understand in order to apply them in our respective
fields.

Enjoy your reading!

Alyssa K. Barry
Coordinator
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5 QUESTIONS TO MOUSSA WELE

F r o m  l a n d  t o  t h e  u n d e r w a t e r  w o r l d ,
w h o  i s  M o u s s a  W é l é ?
I  a m  a  a  y o u n g  S e n e g a l e s e  r e s e a r c h e r ,
s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  u n d e r w a t e r  a r c h e o l o g y
a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  u n d e r w a t e r  c u l t u r a l
h e r i t a g e .  I  a m  p a r t  o f  t h e  f i r s t
g e n e r a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n  a n d  S e n e g a l e s e
s t u d e n t s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n
u n d e r w a t e r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  I  d i d  m o s t
o f  m y  s c h o o l  a n d  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d i e s  i n
S e n e g a l  a n d  v e r y  q u i c k l y  u n d e r s t o o d
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  g e t t i n g  i n v o l v e d  a s  a
y o u n g  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  k n o w l e d g e ,
p r o t e c t i o n ,  s a f e g u a r d i n g  a n d  p r o m o t i o n
o f  A f r i c a n  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  A l r e a d y  a t
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  I  h a d  a  s u s t a i n e d
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  h e r i t a g e
t h r o u g h  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  a  r e s e a r c h
a n d  d i s c o v e r y  p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  s e v e n  ( 7 )
W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  s i t e s  i n  S e n e g a l .  T h e n
a s  a  y o u n g  h e r i t a g e  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  I
r e p r e s e n t e d  S e n e g a l  i n  s e v e r a l
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s  ( F o r u m  o f  y o u n g
W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n g r e s s  o f  p r e  a n d
p r o t o h i s t o r i c  s c i e n c e s ,  B i e n n a l e  o f
L u a n d a ,  e t c . ) .  O v e r  t h e  p a s t  7  y e a r s  m y
p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  h a v e  a l l o w e d
m e  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  S e n e g a l ,  G a m b i a ,
C a b o  V e r d e  a s  w e l l  a s  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f
t h e  U N E S C O  R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  f o r  W e s t
A f r i c a  i n  D a k a r  a s  a  c o n s u l t a n t
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f
u n d e r w a t e r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ,  t h e
i n v e n t o r y  o f  u n d e r w a t e r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l
s i t e s ,  a w a r e n e s s  c a m p a i g n s  o n
u n d e r w a t e r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ,  a s  w e l l  a s
f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f
f i l e s  f o r  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  U N E S C O
2 0 0 1  C o n v e n t i o n .  I  a m  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
t e c h n i c a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  c o m m i t t e e  o f
t h e  m e m o r i a l  o f  t h e  s i n k i n g  o f  t h e  b o a t
L e  J o o l a ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S c i e n t i f i c
I n t e r e s t  G r o u p  ( G I S )  i n  H i s t o r y  a n d
S c i e n c e s  o f  t h e  s e a  a n d  I ’ m  i n v o l v e d
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m a r i n e  e n v i r o n m e n t
i n  A f r i c a .

H o w  d i d  y o u  g e t  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f
u n d e r w a t e r  h e r i t a g e ?
M y  c h i l d h o o d  g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  m y  c h o i c e  t o
w o r k  i n  t h e  m a r i t i m e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  H a v i n g
g r o w n  u p  i n  m y  m a t e r n a l  f a m i l y  o f  L e b o u  o r i g i n
( c o m m u n i t y  o f  f i s h e r m e n  o n  t h e  D a k a r
p e n i n s u l a ) ,  I  w a s  l o n g  i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  s t o r i e s
a n d  a n e c d o t e s  o f  m y  f i s h i n g  u n c l e s .  A f t e r  m y
H i g h  S c h o o l  D i p l o m a ,  I  w a s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e
H i s t o r y  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  C h e i k h  A n t a  D i o p
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  D a k a r  a s  i f  i t  w a s  a  s i g n
i n d i c a t i n g  m y  d u t y  t o  d o c u m e n t  t h e  h i s t o r y
a n d  c u l t u r e  o f  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  o f  f i s h e r m e n  I
g r e w  u p  w i t h .  I  t h e n  c h o s e  t o  s p e c i a l i z e  i n
u n d e r w a t e r  a r c h a e o l o g y ,  a  s p e c i a l t y  w h i c h
u n t i l  t h e n  h a d  b e e n  n o n - e x i s t e n t  i n  o u r
u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  e v e n  i n  W e s t  A f r i c a .  T h a n k s  t o
t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  m y  p r o f e s s o r s ,  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  C u l t u r a l
H e r i t a g e  o f  S e n e g a l  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
p a r t n e r s ,  I  t h e n  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  s c u b a  d i v i n g
t r a i n i n g  i n  D a k a r  b e f o r e  c o n t i n u i n g  w i t h  o t h e r
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  i n  u n d e r w a t e r  a r c h e o l o g y
a n d  u n d e r w a t e r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  m a n a g e m e n t .
S i n c e  t h e n ,  o t h e r  y o u n g  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  S e n e g a l
a n d  f r o m  A f r i c a  i n  g e n e r a l  h a v e  f o l l o w e d  o u r
f o o t s t e p s  a n d  t o d a y  f o r m  a  g r o u p  o f  y o u n g
r e s e a r c h e r s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e
m a r i t i m e  c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s  o f  A f r i c a .

T h e  c a n n o n s  o f  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  f r i g a t e  U R A N N I A ,  g r o u n d e d
i n  1 8 0 9  o f f  P r a i a  ( C a b o  V e r d e ) ,  ©  E r w a n  S a v i n ,  2 0 1 7 .
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W h a t  i s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  u n d e r w a t e r

h e r i t a g e  i n  A f r i c a  t o  d a t e ?

U n d e r w a t e r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  i s

d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  2 0 0 1  U N E S C O

C o n v e n t i o n  a s  " a l l  t r a c e s  o f  h u m a n

e x i s t e n c e  h a v i n g  a  c u l t u r a l ,

h i s t o r i c a l  o r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r

w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  s u b m e r g e d ,  p a r t i a l l y

o r  t o t a l l y ,  p e r i o d i c a l l y  o r

c o n t i n u o u s l y  f o r  a t  l e a s t  1 0 0  y e a r s " .

T h i s  l e s s e r - k n o w n  h e r i t a g e

n e v e r t h e l e s s  e n j o y s  p r o t e c t i o n  a t  t h e

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  t h a n k s  t o  t h i s

n o r m a t i v e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  U N E S C O ,  t h e

C o n v e n t i o n  f o r  t h e  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e

U n d e r w a t e r  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e ,

a d o p t e d  i n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 1  a n d  w h i c h

t o  d a t e  h a s  b e e n  r a t i f i e d  b y  7 1

c o u n t r i e s .  T h e  u r g e n c y  o f  p r o t e c t i n g

t h i s  s u b m e r g e d  h e r i t a g e  h a d  a l r e a d y

b e e n  u n d e r s t o o d  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o n  M o n u m e n t s

a n d  S i t e s  ( I C O M O S ) ,  w i t h  t h e

a d o p t i o n  i n  1 9 9 6  o f  a n  " i n t e r n a t i o n a l

c h a r t e r  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  u n d e r w a t e r  c u l t u r a l

h e r i t a g e " .  ( C h a r t e r  o f  S o f i a ,  a d o p t e d

b y  t h e  1 1 t h  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y ) .  I n

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

c h a r t e r ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  b y

I C O M O S  o f  a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

C o m m i t t e e  o n  U n d e r w a t e r  C u l t u r a l

H e r i t a g e  ( I C U C H )  n o w  m a k e s  i t

p o s s i b l e  t o  p r o m o t e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  u n d e r w a t e r  c u l t u r a l

h e r i t a g e  a n d  t o  a d v i s e  t h i s

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o n  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s

h e r i t a g e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

T o  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o n  t h e  s t a t e

o f  u n d e r w a t e r  h e r i t a g e  i n  A f r i c a ,  i t  i s

i m p o r t a n t  t o  a l r e a d y  u n d e r s t a n d  i t s

m e a n i n g  a n d  t h e  i n t e r e s t  f o r  i t s

p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  s a f e g u a r d i n g .

I n  A f r i c a ,  t h e  o c e a n s  a n d  r i v e r s  h a v e  b e e n

p r o d u c t i o n  s p a c e s  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  a x i s  f o r  t h e

c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  i d e a s  a n d  p e o p l e

t h r o u g h o u t  p r e h i s t o r y  u n t i l  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y

p e r i o d .  T h e s e  m a r i t i m e  a n d  r i v e r  e n v i r o n m e n t s

a t t e s t  t o  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  o f

c o a s t a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  A f r i c a ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  w o r l d  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e

h i s t o r y  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n a v i g a t i o n .  K n o w l e d g e  o f

t h i s  u n i v e r s e  a n d  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a j e c t o r y  i s

t h e r e f o r e  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n a n c e  o f  t h e

e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i t

c o n t a i n s .  U n d e r w a t e r  a r c h e o l o g y  i s  t o d a y  t h e

d i s c i p l i n e  t h a t  a l l o w s  u s  t o  s t u d y  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d

t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e s e  s u b m e r g e d

c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  W h e t h e r  i t  i s  t h e  s u b m e r g e d

p r o t o h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  o f  t h e  S a l o u m  D e l t a  ( S e n e g a l ) ,

w i t n e s s  t o  a g e - o l d  p r a c t i c e s  g e a r e d  t o w a r d s  t h e

m a r i t i m e  e c o n o m y ,  t h e  a n c h o r  c e m e t e r y  o f  C i d a d e

V e l h a  ( C a b o  V e r d e )  w h i c h  c a n  t e l l  u s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e

o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a r i t i m e  n a v i g a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  w r e c k

o f  t h e  s l a v e  s h i p  S a o  J o s e  P a q u e t e  D ' A f r i c a ,  s u n k

i n  1 7 9 4  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0  s l a v e s ,

a l l  t h e s e  s i t e s  a r e  i n  u r g e n t  n e e d  o f  p r o t e c t i o n

a n d  e n h a n c e m e n t  f o r  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t .

I n  A f r i c a ,  u n d e r w a t e r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  i s  l a r g e l y

n o t  i n v e n t o r i e d  a n d  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  s u b j e c t  t o

i n t e n s e  l o o t i n g .  I t  i s  a l s o  a  v i c t i m  o f  c o m m e r c i a l

e x p l o i t a t i o n  a n d  v a r i o u s  i n d u s t r i a l  i m p a c t s  s u c h

a s  d r e d g i n g  w o r k s  a n d  m a j o r  p o r t  d e v e l o p m e n t

w o r k s  i n  t h e  m a r i t i m e  p u b l i c  d o m a i n ,  t h u s

d e p r i v i n g  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y

t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  e s s e n t i a l  k n o w l e d g e  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e

k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  t r a j e c t o r y

o f  t h e  m a r i n e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

T h e s e  v a r i o u s  t h r e a t s  t o  t h e s e  s u b m e r g e d

c u l t u r a l  a s s e t s  h a v e  p r o v o k e d  s i g n i f i c a n t

r e a c t i o n s  f r o m  A f r i c a n  S t a t e s .  S e v e r a l  i n i t i a t i v e s

h a v e  b e e n  b o r n  o n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  t o  r e s p o n d  t o

t h e s e  t h r e a t s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h r o u g h :  t r a i n i n g  a n d

c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t

o f  t h i s  s u b m e r g e d  h e r i t a g e ,  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n

o f  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  w i t h  t a r g e t e d  i s s u e s  ( s l a v e r y

w r e c k s  p r o j e c t ,  R i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  d e p t h s ,  M a r g u l l a r

p r o j e c t ) .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  i n i t i a t i v e s  a i m e d  a t

d e v e l o p i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o r  a c t i o n  p l a n s  t h a t

c a n  i m p r o v e  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  u n d e r w a t e r

c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  l e v e l .

https://www.si.edu/newsdesk/factsheets/slave-wrecks-project
https://risingfromthedepths.com/
http://www.margullar.com/congreso/fr/index.php/projet-margullar


W h a t  i s  y o u r  v i s i o n  f o r  A f r i c a ' s  u n d e r w a t e r  h e r i t a g e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  5 0  y e a r s ?
T h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  D e c a d e  f o r  O c e a n  S c i e n c e ,  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 3 0  i s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l a y  t h e

g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  u n d e r w a t e r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  i n t o  e c o n o m i c

d e v e l o p m e n t  p o l i c i e s .  T o d a y ,  t h e  d i s c o v e r y ,  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h i s

h e r i t a g e  c o u l d  p r o m o t e  s c i e n t i f i c ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f

c o a s t a l ,  r i v e r i n e  a n d  i s l a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  A f r i c a  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .

E x a m p l e s  o f  e n h a n c e m e n t  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  s u b m e r g e d  h e r i t a g e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o d a y

h a v e  s h o w n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  j o b  c r e a t i o n  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  s c u b a  d i v i n g

t o u r i s m  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  m u s e u m s .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  s u s t a i n a b l e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e s e  s u b m e r g e d  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i s  a l s o

i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  U n i o n ' s  A g e n d a  2 0 6 3 ,  a  b l u e / o c e a n  e c o n o m y  f o r

a c c e l e r a t e d  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  t o  a s p i r e  t o  a  p r o s p e r o u s  A f r i c a  b a s e d  o n  i n c l u s i v e  g r o w t h

a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t .

I n  t h e  n e x t  5 0  y e a r s ,  t h e  v i s i o n  w o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  t o  b u i l d  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  s u b m e r g e d  c u l t u r a l  a s s e t s  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o n t e x t ,  t h e

i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  h e r i t a g e  i n t o  a l l  m a r i n e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e

e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  r e s e a r c h  i n i t i a t i v e s  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  a r o u n d  t h e  u n d e r w a t e r  c u l t u r a l

h e r i t a g e .

A  l a s t  w o r d  f o r  A f r i c a n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  y o u t h ?
I  w o u l d  s i m p l y  s a y  t o  A f r i c a n  y o u t h  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t  f o r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  t h e  d u t y  t o  c o m m i t

t o  t h e  s a f e g u a r d i n g  o f  A f r i c a n  h e r i t a g e  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  a c t s  t o d a y  i f  w e  w a n t  a  b e t t e r

A f r i c a .
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Submerged dam in the Port of Dakar (Senegal), © Moussa WELE, 2019

Cidade anchor graveyard (Cabo Verde), © E. D'Oliveira, 2017



The intangible cultural heritage (ICH) brings together all the traditions and living expressions transmitted from

generation to generation. They can manifest through oral traditions, social practices, rituals or even the knowledge

and know-how necessary for traditional craftsmanship, among other things.

Intangible heritage is of crucial importance in defining our identities, our sense of belonging to a cultural group

and our creativity. Unlike “tangible” heritage, intangible heritage is constantly changing. Throughout the history of

humanity, peoples have migrated, mixed and new cultural practices were born. These cultural practices, rituals

and knowledge concerning nature and the universe have been transmitted from generation to generation, thus

forming the cultural identity of peoples that can be found in all four corners of the world.

 

On the international level, it is the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, also called

the “2003 Convention”, which constitutes the normative instrument aimed at ensuring the safeguarding of the

intangible cultural heritage. The identification of intangible cultural heritage, within the framework of the

implementation of this Convention, is done by communities, and experts only have the role of mediator or

facilitator, contrary to the 1972 Convention. As of today 50 African States Parties ratified the 2003 Convention and

88 African elements are inscribed on its various lists. Among the actors of ICH safeguarding, there are about

twenty accredited NGOs on the African continent and one Category 2 Centre, the “Regional Center for the

Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Africa” located in Algeria. During its last session in December 2021,

the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage inscribed 7 elements

from the African continent, including 5 on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity,

1 on the Register of Good Safeguarding Practices and 1 on the List of Intangible Heritage in Need of Urgent

Safeguarding.

 

Among the recent emblematic inscriptions, we find the Congolese rumba, a musical genre and popular dance

whose nomination file was proposed jointly by the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Republic of the

Congo and which constitutes for the two countries the first element inscribed on the Representative List of the

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. We can also mention the project for the promotion of traditional foods

and safeguarding traditional foodways in Kenya, which has been inscribed on the Register of Good Safeguarding

Practices and which is for the moment the only African element inscribed on this Register. More information on

recent inscriptions is available on the Convention website: https://ich.unesco.org/en/lists
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BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE...

Emblem of the 2003 Convention © UNESCO

F l o r e n t i n e  O k o n i

https://ich.unesco.org/en/lists
https://ich.unesco.org/en/lists


The Grassfields cultural landscape is the combined work of man and nature and illustrates in a unique and special

way the specificities of the relationship between man and his natural environment. Rich in cultural spaces and

commemorative and living objects, traditional Grassfields societies have jealously preserved their natural and

cultural heritage, with people cohabiting peacefully with nature, through the real and surreal phenomena it

contains, as a medium for beliefs and traditions. The Grassfields cultural landscape illustrates important moments

in the creation of traditional chieftaincies, as well as being places of intersection and contact with the afterlife, a

space for consultation with ancestors and particular deities.

"On the Road to Chiefdoms of Cameroon, from the Visible to the Invisible" is a temporary exhibition that

opened from 4 April to 17 July 2022 at the Quai Branly Jacques Chirac Museum in Paris, immersing the visitor in

the culture of the Grassfields societies of Cameroon. Spread over an area of more than 2000m², the exhibition

presents more than 270 living objects, lent by some twenty traditional chiefs, guardians and keepers of local and

ancestral traditions. It is made up of three main sections describing the major cultural and natural elements

observed in these societies. Each section of the exhibition is governed by the material and the immaterial,

translated according to the chosen theme by the visible and the invisible, characteristic elements of these

societies. Like a projection on large screens, the visitor travels through Cameroon, discovering a rich living

heritage. The landing thus projects the visitor into a unique urbanism, characterised by exceptional traditional

architecture, a source of human and natural imagination and creative genius. The journey continues with the

presentation of several characteristic elements of the Grassfields culture, including conical roofs, symbols, forging

and the knowledge and skills of local craftsmen, as well as the impressive presentation of community life through

the frescoes of a young Cameroonian artist. The exhibition also describes the concept of totemism, by which man

and animal cohabit in a single body. This doubling of man and animal is symbolised by power, strength and

authority, as man uses animal energy to govern and lead, especially chiefs.

From one surprise to another, the exhibition plunges the visitor into the heart of the social organisation of

Grassfields societies, where a chief and his queens with their prestigious thrones and ceremonial outfits, each

with a very specific role and function within the community. The journey ends with the discovery of the main

secret societies, regulatory and decision-making bodies, the very basis of invisibility, as the traditional chieftaincies

are in themselves a mark of identity and unity of the Grassfields territories. The overall exhibition thus presents

the cultural and natural diversity, a characteristic element on which the Grassfields societies have relied to shape

their living space.
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FEEDBACK OF JULY... DISCOVERING CAMEROON

Photography of "On the Road to Chiefdoms of Cameroon, from the Visible to the Invisible", Quai Branly Museum. © Jean-Paul Lawson, 2022

A v n i r  G .  M e i k e n g a n g
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DIARY OF THE MONTH

T h e  I C O M O S  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S c i e n t i f i c

C o m m i t t e e  o n  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  H e r i t a g e

M a n a g e m e n t  ( I C A H M )  i s  h a p p y  t o  a n n o u n c e

t h a t  t h e  2 0 2 2  I C A H M  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  a n d

C o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  b e  t a k e  p l a c e  f r o m  8  t o  1 0

D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 2  i n  I r e l a n d  a t  t h e  R o y a l  I r i s h

A c a d e m y  c l o s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  I r i s h

p a r t n e r s :  R o y a l  I r i s h  A c a d e m y ,  I C O M O S

I r e l a n d ,  N a t i o n a l  M o n u m e n t s  S e r v i c e  a n d  t h e

H i s t o r i c  E n v i r o n m e n t  D i v i s i o n .

T h e  t h e m e  o f  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  c o n f e r e n c e  i s  “ T h e

W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  C o n v e n t i o n  a t  5 0 :

E v o l u t i o n  a n d  i n f l u e n c e  o n  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l

H e r i t a g e  M a n a g e m e n t  s i n c e  1 9 7 2 ” .  W e

w e l c o m e  a b s t r a c t  s u b m i s s i o n s  f r o m  a l l

i n t e r e s t e d  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d

p r a c t i t i o n e r s .

F i n d  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  w e b s i t e

o f  I C A H M ,  h t t p s : / / i c a h m . i c o m o s . o r g / 2 0 2 2 -

i c a h m - a n n u a l - m e e t i n g / .

A b s t r a c t s  c a n  b e  s u b m i t t e d  u s i n g  t h e  o f f i c i a l

A b s t r a c t  S u b m i s s i o n  F o r m  a v a i l a b l e  a t

h t t p s : / / b i t . l y / 3 u T M K T 1 .

I C O M O S  c e l e b r a t e  5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  T h e

W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  C o n v e n t i o n   i n  N o v e m b e r

2 0 2 2 !

W e  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  s u c c e s s e s  a n d

c h a l l e n g e s ,  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f

t h e   W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  t h e  r o l e

a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  I C O M O S .   

S e n d   u s   y o u r   s t o r i e s   a b o u t   h o w   t h e  W o r l d   

H e r i t a g e   C o n v e n t i o n   i n f l u e n c e s   y o u r

p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r a c t i c e .  W h a t  d o e s  i t  m e a n  t o

y o u ?  

W e  a r e  a s k i n g  a l l  I C O M O S  m e m b e r s  t o  s h a r e

t h e i r  m o s t  i m p a c t f u l  s t o r i e s  f r o m  t h e  l a s t  5 0

y e a r s  a n d  t h e  n e x t  5 0  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .  

T e l l  u s  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d

h o p e  t o  s e e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h i s

c e l e b r a t i o n ,  a n d  h o w  t o  c o n t r i b u t e ,  c l i c k

h e r e .

https://icahm.icomos.org/2022-icahm-annual-meeting/
https://bit.ly/3uTMKT1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YIETpsb2fKSOITc3h8FcKv7WfF5jFhvP/view?usp=sharing


T h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e  o f  G o u n o u d o u d j i  o r  “ m e n  w i t h  t a i l s ”  i n  D o g b o  i n  t h e
R e p u b l i c  o f  B e n i n

T h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  B e n i n  h a s  a n  e n o r m o u s  c u l t u r a l  a n d  h e r i t a g e  p o t e n t i a l  w h i c h  i s  q u i t e

r i c h  a n d  d i v e r s i f i e d .  A m o n g  t h e  B e n i n e s e  h e r i t a g e  a s s e t s  t h a t  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  m o r e

a t t e n t i o n  i s  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e  o f  G o u n o u d o u d j i ,  c a l l e d  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  “ m e n  w i t h

t a i l s ” .  T h e  l a t t e r  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  C o m m u n e  o f  D o g b o ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f

C o u f f o  i n  t h e  S o u t h - W e s t  o f  B e n i n .

 

I n d e e d ,  i t  i s  a  s i t e  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  1 9 9 8  d u r i n g  a n  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  m i s s i o n  l e d  b y  a

B e n i n e s e - D a n i s h  d e l e g a t i o n .  T h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s u l t s  s o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  w a s  a n

u n d e r g r o u n d  g a l l e r y  o f  i r o n  e x t r a c t i o n  h a v i n g  w o r k e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  9 t h  a n d  t h e  1 5 t h

c e n t u r y .  I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o m p o s e d  o f  t w o  e l e m e n t s ,  n a m e l y  t h e  u n d e r g r o u n d  s t r u c t u r e

( h o l e s )  a n d  t h e  h e a p s  o f  i r o n  s l a g .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  u n d e r g r o u n d  s t r u c t u r e

“ e x t e n d s  o v e r  a n  a r e a  o f    a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 5 0  h e c t a r e s  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  l a t e r i t i c

c u r a s s e s .  A c c e s s  t o  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i s  t h r o u g h  f o u r t e e n  ( 1 4 )  o p e n i n g s . ”  ( t r a d .  H o u e s s i l o ,

2 0 1 5 ) .  R e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  i r o n  s l a g  o n  t h e  s i t e ,  i t  i s  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e

u n d e r g r o u n d  s t r u c t u r e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a  r e a l  i n d u s t r y  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n

o f  i r o n  o r e .  T h e r e  i s  a  l a r g e  a m o u n t  o f  s l a g  t h e r e ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  n e a r l y

3 0 0 0  t o n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A r i m i  S o g l o ,  g u i d e  a n d  a n i m a t o r  o f  t h e  s i t e .

 

M o r e o v e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l e g e n d  t o l d  b y  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t h e  h o l e s  f o u n d  o n

t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e  o f  G o u n o u d o u d j i  a r e  s u p p o s e d l y  f o r m e r  h a b i t a b l e  p l a c e s  o f  t h e

p e o p l e  o f  b l a c k s m i t h s  w h o  w e r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  t a i l s .  T o  h i d e  t h e s e ,  t h e y  w o u l d  g o  v e r y

e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  t o  t h e  m a r k e t  t o  s e l l  t h e  t o o l s  t h e y  m a d e .  A t  t h e  m a r k e t ,  t h e y  t r i e d

o n  t h e i r  t a i l s  i n  o r d e r  t o  h i d e  t h e m  a n d  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  u n t i l  l a t e  a t  n i g h t .

 

F r o m  a l l  t h e  a b o v e ,  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e  o f  G o u n o u d o u d j i  i n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f

D o g b o  h a s  a  c e r t a i n  c u l t u r a l ,  h e r i t a g e  a n d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  v a l u e  a n d  d e s e r v e s  a

d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  w o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i t s  e n h a n c e m e n t  a n d  p r o m o t i o n .
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DID YOU KNOW IT?

Photography of archaeological site of Gounoudoudji © Dekart. 2021

D j i m m y  D j i f f a  E D A H
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LATEST OPPORTUNITIES

Course on Conservation of Built Heritage 2023

Recruitment of Project Officer Culture Sector UNESCO

ICCROM invites applicants interested in the Conservation of

Built Heritage Course to submit their applications. The 2023

course will examine different approaches to conservation

within the framework of sustainable development. To apply,

https://bit.ly/3FJBQn7. Deadline: August 31, 2022.

UNESCO is recruiting for its headquarters in Paris, a project

Officer within the Culture Sector. For more information and to

apply, https://bit.ly/3ogWzGL. Deadline: August 12, 2022.

Notable headdress in the Batie chiefdom in Cameroon © Jean-Paul C. LAWSON. 2022
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https://web.facebook.com/groups/713436793403036
https://twitter.com/IcomosEpwgAfr
https://www.linkedin.com/in/icomos-epwg-africa-region-a40665239/
https://www.instagram.com/icomosepwgafr/
https://bit.ly/3FJBQn7
https://bit.ly/3ogWzGL

