18 April - the International Day on Monuments and Sites
Theme for 2014: '""Heritage of Commemoration"
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www.lcomos.lt

\

elebrate-the i‘j’nt‘erﬂn?,i\w i

for 2014 I

ICOMOS Lithuania has foreseen few activities for 18 April - the International Day on
Monuments and Sites, on the theme "Heritage of Commemoration".

I.

ICOMOS Lithuania in collaboration with the Directorate of the State Cultural Reserve of
Vilnius Castles (http://www.vilniauspilys.lt/en) on 16 April are holding a quided tour to Bekes Hill
in Vilnius Hills Park area and a short seminar after to commemorate Gaspar de Kornyath Bekes. G.
K. Bekes (1520-1579) was a Hungarian nobleman and a military commander of the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth who was buried on the hilltop. Stephen Béthory (1533-1586), the
Grand Duke of Lithuania and the King of Poland, built an impressive monument some 20 metres
high, an octagonal brick tower, to honour his friend, a follower of the Arian faith (an early Christian
belief). For more than two centuries, Bekes Hill and the tower at its peak were one of the most
distinctive elements of the Vilnius panorama. Fragment of an etching by T. Makovskis (Tomasz
Makowski), “Vilniaus miesto panorama” (Panorama of the City of Vilnius). 1600. During the first
half of the 19th century, the tower together with a substantial part of the hill was washed away by
the waters of the Vilnia.



T. Makovskis. Vilniaus miesto panorama. 1600
(Tomasz Makowski, Panorama of the City of Vilnius. 1600)

The seminar will take place at the Lithuanian National Commission for UNESCO, St. Jono str. 11,

Vilnius, Lithuania (www.unesco.lt)

Guided tour and seminar are open to the public.

VILNIAUS PILIYU VALSTYBINIS

KULTURINIS REZERVATAS

BEKESO KALNAS

Aukstis — 139,70 m virs jaros lygio

Kalva vadinama Bekeso kalnu, nes jos virstunéje palaido-
tas Abiejy Tauty Respublikos karo vadas, vengry didikas Kas-
paras Bekesas (1520-1579). Lietuvos didysis kunigaikstis ir
Lenkijos karalius S. Batoras (1533-1586) savo arijony tikéji-
mo draugui pastaté jspudinga apie 20 m aukscio paminklg -
astuoniasienj marinj boksta, kuris XIX a. | puséje nuslinko j
Vilnios vandenis kartu su nemaza kalvos dalimi.

Pirmieji archeologiniai kasinéjimai Kalny parko teritorijo-
je vyko Bekeso kalno aplinkoje XX a. 4-ajame desimtmetyje.
Aptiktos sudegusiy mediniy pastaty liekanos ir kiti radiniai
leido tyréjams teigti, kad iki XIV a. pab. 3ioje kalvyno dalyje
driekési Kreivasis miestas.
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For more than two centuries, Bekesh Hill and the tower at its peak were one of

the most distinctive elements of the Vilnius panorama. Fragment of an etching by
T. Makovskis (Tomasz Makowski), “Vilniaus miesto panorama” (Panorama of the City
of Vilnius). 1600.

Bekezo kalno papédéje Lietuvos ir
Vengrijos biciuliy kultaros
draugijos iniciatyva 2009 m.
i8kilmingai atidengtas obeliskas
K. Bekezui atminti (autorius
tautodail. R. Zinkevicius).

Atthe initiative of the Lithuanian-
Hungarian Cultural Society of
Friends, an obeliskin memory

of Bekesh was ceremoniously
unveiled at the foot of Bekesh
Hillin 2009 (author: folk artist

R. Zinkevicius).

Vilniaus piliy valstybinio kultarinio rezervato teritorija sutampa su dviejy vals-
tybés saugomy archeologijos vertybiy ribomis: Vilniaus piliavietés (Gedimino
Kalnas, Aukstutiné ir Zemutiné pilys su istorinémis teritorijomis) ir Vilniaus pilia-
kalnio su papiliais, dabar vadinamo Kalny parku (XVII-XVIII a. buvo vadinami Pli-
kaisiais kalnais, XX a. | puséje - Altarija).

Sis kalvynas yra Sapieginés-Rokantiskiy erozinio kalvyno, susiformavusio
mazdaug pries 130 takst. mety, dalis. I3siskiria trys aukéciausios kalvos: Trijy Kry-
sy, Gedimino kapo ir Stalo kalnai.

The territory of the State Cultural Reserve of Vilnius Castles coincides with
the boundaries of two state-protected archaeological sites: the Vilnius castle-site
(Gediminas Castle Hill, the Higher and Lower Castles with their historical territo-
ries) and the Vilnius Hill-Fort with its outer wards, now called Kalnai (Hills) Park
(they were called the Barren Hills during the 17th-18th centuries and “Altarija” in
the first half of the 20th century).

This ridge is a part of the Sapieginé-Rokantiskés erosive ridge, which formed
approximately 130,000 years ago. Its three highest hills stand out prominently:
the Hill of Three Crosses, Hill of Gediminas Grave, and Stalo (Table) Hill.
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Elevation: 139.7 m above sea level

The hillis named for Gaspar Bekes (1520-1579), Hungarian
nobleman and military commander of the Lithuanian - Pol-
ish Commonwealth, buried on the hilltop. S. Bathory (1533-
1586), the Grand Duke of Lithuania and the King of Poland,
built an impressive monument some 20 metres high, an oc-
tagonal brick tower, to honour his friend, a follower of the
Arian faith. During the first half of the 19th century, the tower
together with a substantial part of the hill was washed away
by the waters of the Vilnia river.

The first archaeological excavation in the area now con-
tained within Kalnai (Hills) Park took place in the vicinity of
Bekesh Hill in the 1930s. The remains of burned wooden
buildings and other finds gave researchers reason to state
that the Crooked City had been located on this part of the
ridge until the end of the 14th century.

Desingje - Bekeso kalnas. J. Marsevskio,, Vilniaus
bernardiny sodas’ 1868 m. Drobe, aliejus.

At right, Bekesh Hill. J. Marsevskis, “Vilniaus bernardiny
sodas” (Garden of the Vilnius Bernardines).1868. Oil on

canvas.

Bekeso kalnas (desineje)
su iglikusia astuoniasienio
bokéto dalim po 1838 mety
kalno gridties.

M. Januseviciaus ,Botanikos
sodas" 1840 m. Litografija.
Bekesh Hill (at right) &%

with the surviving

portion of the octagonal
tower after the 1838 3
landslide. M. Janusevicius,
“Botanikos sodas” (Botanic
Garden).1840. Lithograph.




II.
The subcommittee of ICOMOS Lithuania in Klaipéda region will invite voluntiers to
collective work - cleaning from rubbish old cemetary as well as they did last year in Old
Taurakalnis Cemetary (see pictures attached).










