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SIGNIFICANCE OF WOOD IN FORMATION OF TRADITIONAL TURKISH

ARCHITECTURE AND EASTERN BLACK SEA EXAMPLE
WOOD IN TRADITIONAL SETTLEMENTS

Three types of building materials, wood, stone and soil, are principally used in materialization of the
building units constituting the traditional settlements in Turkey. Rich class diversifications of these
materials entailed high-quality results making human life meaningful such as interesting detail solutions
and architectural elements differing on the basis of regions, aesthetic, comfort and sound space utilization.

Various types of wood and stone structure materials find various fields of use on the basis of geographical
conditions, social, economic and cultural structures, space dimensions and high-quality living
environment (comfort) varying regionally. As to types of soil material, that is hardpan type or types
obtained by mixing with straw and drying or firing, these are used in walls, floorings and roofs. A
comparison of material choice in traditional buildings throughout Turkey shows that 75 % wood, 15 %
stone and 10 % mud-brick and bricks are used in building structures, building elements, dividers,
floorings, ceiling and roof utilizations.

Woaoden structure tradition is widespread in Eastern Black Sea, Western Black Sea, Marmara, Aegean,
Mediterranean regions and in the northern parts of Central Anatolia. Besides, it is applied in part in
northern parts of Eastern Anatolia.fPhotographi)




Stone building tradition is widespread in a great part of South-eastern Anatolian region and Eastern
Anatolia, and in some settlements to the east of Central Anatolia,

Mud-brick building tradition is widespread in a great part of Central Anatolian region, and to the west of
Eastern Anatolia.

Wood is common in the horizontal or vertical reinforcements, floor and ceiling beams, roof installations

¥

flooring and ceiling covers. Besides, all of the building materials used in the roof coverings, claddings,
oriel windows, windows, doors, and closets are wooden. Couches, sofa sets, floor tables used in Kitchen,
pots and pans are generally wooden. Even spoons made of box-tree, food mixers and lathed pots are all
wooden in the Black sea region, and partially wooden in other regions.

(Photograph?2)

It is seen that wood material is used in 90 % of traditional houses in Turkey, finishing and decoration
included. We can also see that the trees on Black Sea, Marnara, Aegean and Mediterranean coasts, that is,
trees patching off up to 1000 meters of altitude, and needle-leaf trees up to 2000 meters of altitude, were
utilized very well in house construction in the past.

Also there is the joint use of wooden, stone and soil materials in houses and other structures. Such mixed
building structures should also be included along with other building systems.






