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Edito
D e a r  R e a d e r s ,
 
H e r e  w e  a r e !  T h i s  N o v e m b e r ,  m o r e
p r e c i s e l y  o n  1 6  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 2 ,  o f f i c i a l l y
m a r k s  t h e  5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  W o r l d
H e r i t a g e  C o n v e n t i o n .  T h i s  c e l e b r a t i o n  i s
a  m a j o r  e v e n t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  m a n i f e s t e d
i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  e v e n t s
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r ,
a n d  A f r i c a  h a s  n o t  b e e n  l e f t  o u t .  W h e t h e r
t h r o u g h  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  e v e n t s  o r g a n i z e d
f r o m  2 0  t o  2 8  M a y  i n  C a p e  T o w n  b y  t h e
A f r i c a n  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  F u n d  a n d  I C C R O M ,
a n d  i n  M v o m e k a ' a  a n d  Y a o u n d é  f r o m  1 0  t o
1 9  O c t o b e r  b y  t h e  U N E S C O  R e g i o n a l
O f f i c e  f o r  C e n t r a l  A f r i c a  ;  o r  t h o s e  t o  b e
o r g a n i z e d  f r o m  9  t o  1 0  N o v e m b e r  i n
S a i n t - L o u i s  b y  t h e  U N E S C O  R e g i o n a l
O f f i c e  f o r  W e s t  A f r i c a - S a h e l ,  a n d  i n
D e c e m b e r  i n  A r u s h a  b y  t h e  U N E S C O
R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  f o r  E a s t  A f r i c a ,  o n e
c o m m o n  d e n o m i n a t o r  s t a n d s  o u t :  y o u t h .
T h e y  a r e  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h i s  C o n v e n t i o n ,
a n d  t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t  t o d a y  a t  a l l  l e v e l s
r e m a i n s  t h e  g u a r a n t e e  o f  i t s  v a l i d i t y  a n d
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y .
 
F r o m  S e n e g a l  t o  C a m e r o o n ,  f r o m
e d u c a t i o n  t o  c u l t u r e ,  t h i s  n e w  e d i t i o n  o f
t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  i s  o n e  m o r e  c o n t r i b u t i o n
o f  A f r i c a n  e m e r g i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o  t h e
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e
C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  t o  t h e  v a l o r i s a t i o n  o f  o u r
A f r i c a n  h e r i t a g e .
 
E n j o y  y o u r  r e a d i n g !

A l y s s a  K .  B a r r y
C o o r d i n a t o r

Nelson M
andela Poing Levé - Cape Town ©

 Falco. 2021
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5 QUESTIONS TO SOKHNA NDIAYE

F r o m  D a k a r  t o  P r a g u e ,  v i a  B o s t o n :  w h o  i s

S o k h n a  A .  R o s a l i e  N d i a y e  ?

S o k h n a  R o s a l i e  N d i a y e  i s  a  t e a c h e r -

r e s e a r c h e r  i n  P u b l i c  a n d  S o c i a l  P o l i c y ,

a u t h o r ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  s t r a t e g i c  g o v e r n a n c e

a n d  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  s u b - S a h a r a n  A f r i c a .  I

h a v e  a  r a t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  b a c k g r o u n d ,  h a v i n g

s t a r t e d  m y  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  s t u d i e s  i n

f i n a n c e  ( B a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e ) ,  t h e n  i n

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  ( M a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e )

b e f o r e  m a k i n g  a  c a r e e r  p i v o t  t o w a r d s  p u b l i c

p o l i c y  a n d  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  s t a r t e d

f r o m  a  p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g .  I n d e e d ,  h a v i n g  d o n e

m y  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d

t h e n  i n  E u r o p e ,  I  g r a d u a l l y  r e a l i z e d  m y

s t a t u s  a s  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t  a n d  w h a t

t h i s  m e a n t  i n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  c h o i c e  I  m a d e  t o

s t u d y  o u t s i d e  m y  h o m e  c o u n t r y .  W i t h  t h i s ,  I

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  m a n y  y o u n g  A f r i c a n s  f o u n d  t h a t

t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  o f f e r e d  i n  A m e r i c a

a n d  E u r o p e  w a s  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h a t  i n  s u b -

S a h a r a n  A f r i c a .  A s  m u c h  a s  i t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  t o

d i s c o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  a c q u i r e  a s  m u c h

k n o w l e d g e  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  i t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t

f o r  s u b - S a h a r a n  A f r i c a  t o  h a v e  a  g l o b a l l y

c o m p e t i t i v e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  I t  i s  w i t h  t h i s

r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  I  h a v e  d e d i c a t e d  m y  r e s e a r c h

c a r e e r  t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n

S u b - S a h a r a n  A f r i c a  i n  a l l  i t s  f o r m s ,  t r a c i n g

i t s  p a s t ,  a n a l y z i n g  i t s  p r e s e n t  a n d  r e f l e c t i n g

o n  i t s  f u t u r e .

Y o u r  r e s e a r c h  t o p i c  w a s  o n  t h e

b a r r i e r s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f

s t r a t e g i c  g o v e r n a n c e  i n  t h e  h i g h e r

e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  i n  W e s t  A f r i c a

t h r o u g h  t h e  c a s e  o f  S e n e g a l .  W h a t

w e r e  t h e  m a i n  f i n d i n g s ?

 

I t  s h o u l d  a l r e a d y  b e  n o t e d  t h a t

s t r a t e g i c  g o v e r n a n c e  i s  a  n e w

c o n c e p t  i n  g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  p u b l i c

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s t u d i e s .  B e f o r e  t h i s

s t u d y ,  i t  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  a p p l i e d  t o

t h e  f i e l d  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  I

s t a r t e d  f r o m  a  g e n e r a l  o b s e r v a t i o n

t h a t  t h e  r o o t  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  A f r i c a  i s  i t s

s y s t e m i c  g o v e r n a n c e .  T h e  i d e a l ,  i n

m y  v i e w ,  i s  r e a l l y  t o  r e t h i n k  t h i s

g o v e r n a n c e  i n  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  w a y

a n d  t h i s  i s  w h e r e  I  g o t  t h e  i d e a  t o

t r y  t o  a p p l y  t h i s  n e w  c o n c e p t .  A f t e r

a  q u a n t i t a t i v e  a n d  q u a l i t a t i v e

a n a l y s i s ,  b a s e d  o n  d e f i n e d

i n d i c a t o r s ,  i t  w a s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t

f e w  e l e m e n t s  o f  s t r a t e g i c

g o v e r n a n c e  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e

s y s t e m ;  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  m i s s i n g  a n d ,  a s

s u c h ,  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a

s t r a t e g i c  a p p r o a c h  t o  g o v e r n a n c e

w o u l d  f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t  r e q u i r e

h i g h - l e v e l  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  I

c o n d u c t e d ,  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g

o f  s t r a t e g i c  g o v e r n a n c e  b y  t h e

a c t o r s  i s  n e e d e d  ( e s p e c i a l l y  a s  t h e y

s t i l l  s e e  i t  a s  a  n e w  a n d  n o t  y e t

' p r o v e n '  a p p r o a c h ) .
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Y o u r  l a t e s t  b o o k ,  ' B e y o n d  t h e  S a n k o r é

U n i v e r s i t y ' ,  r e v e a l s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f

q u a l i t y  p r e - c o l o n i a l  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n

i n  s u b - S a h a r a n  A f r i c a ,  n o t a b l y  t h r o u g h

t h e  S a n k o r é  U n i v e r s i t y .  W h a t  i s  t h e

e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  p r o m o t e d  b y  t h i s

p r e s t i g i o u s  u n i v e r s i t y ?

D i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S a n k o r é

a n d  i t s  s c h o l a r s  w a s  t r u l y  a  j o u r n e y

b a c k  i n  t i m e  f o r  m e  a n d  a  p a l p a b l e

p r o o f  o f  t h e  n o t  o n l y  s c i e n t i f i c  b u t

a l s o  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  o f  s u b - S a h a r a n

A f r i c a .  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S a n k o r é  h a s

e v e r y t h i n g  t o  b e  c o m p a r e d  w i t h

c o n t e m p o r a r y  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  A l t h o u g h  i t

w a s  o f  A r a b - M u s l i m  h e r i t a g e  ( m o s t

m e d i e v a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s  w e r e  b a s e d  o n

t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e o l o g y ) ,  t h e  ' w o r l d '  w a s

t a u g h t  t h e r e .  S t u d e n t s  a t  S a n k o r e

w e r e  i n d e e d  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s

p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  d i f f e r e n t

m e d i c a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  g e o g r a p h y ,

l a n g u a g e s  ( a s  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  c a l l e d

u p o n  t o  t r a n s l a t e  G r e e k  p h i l o s o p h i c a l

w o r k s  i n t o  A r a b i c ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ) ,  e t c .

T h e y  w e r e  a l s o  t r a i n e d  i n  s p e c i f i c

p r o f e s s i o n s ,  u n l e s s  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s

b e c a m e  t e a c h e r s  b y  o b t a i n i n g  t h e

t i t l e s  o f  f a q ī h  ( M a s t e r ) ,  m u f t ī

( P r o f e s s o r )  o r  m u d a r r i s  ( D o c t o r ) .  A s  a

r e s u l t ,  w e  c a n  a l r e a d y  s e e  a  m o d e r n ,

d i v e r s i f i e d  e d u c a t i o n ,  o p e n  t o  t h e

w o r l d ,  w h i l e  r e m a i n i n g  r o o t e d  a n d

r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  i t s  p e o p l e .

W h a t  d o  y o u  s e e  a s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p

b e t w e e n  h e r i t a g e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a n  A f r i c a n  c o n t e x t ?

E d u c a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l ,  a n d  h i g h e r

e d u c a t i o n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i s  a

h e r i t a g e  i n  i t s e l f  .  I f  t o d a y  I  c a n

d i s c o v e r  a n d  r e t r a n s m i t  t h e  h i s t o r y

o f  S a n k o r é  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e

v e s t i g e s  o f  i t s  p r e s t i g i o u s  p a s t  a r e

p r e s e n t  n o t  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  b u t  a l s o  t h e

h e r i t a g e  o f  k n o w l e d g e  ( t h e  S a n k o r é

m a n u s c r i p t s  f o r  e x a m p l e )  t o  w h i c h

w e  a r e  s o  l u c k y  t o  s t i l l  h a v e

a c c e s s .  I t  i s  a  l i v i n g  p r o o f  o f  t h e

p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d

s c i e n t i f i c  c u l t u r e  o f  p r e - c o l o n i a l

B l a c k  A f r i c a .  I n  t h e  A f r i c a n

c o n t e x t ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  t o l d  s o

m u c h  a b o u t  o u r  h i s t o r y  t h a t  i t  i s

n o w  m o r e  n e c e s s a r y  t h a n  e v e r  t o

f o l l o w  i t s  t r a c e s  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  t o

w r i t e  t h i s  h i s t o r y  f r o m  o u r  o w n

p o i n t  o f  v i e w  f o r  p o s t e r i t y ,  a s

m a n y  o f  o u r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  h a v e

d o n e ,  w h o s e  w o r k s  a r e  s o m e t i m e s

o b s c u r e d  b y  t h e  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t

s h o w n  i n  t h e m .

Y o u r  m e s s a g e  t o  y o u n g  A f r i c a n

h e r i t a g e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ?

I  w o u l d  s a y  t o  a l l  o f  u s ,  a l l

d i s c i p l i n e s ,  t o  g o  o u t  a n d  r e s e a r c h

a n d  r e t r a c e  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  o u r

h e r i t a g e ,  t o  r e w r i t e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f

A f r i c a  f r o m  o u r  p e r s p e c t i v e .  K n o w i n g

o u r  p a s t  w i l l  g i v e  u s  t h e  t o o l s  w e

n e e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  o u r  p r e s e n t  a n d

c h o o s e  o u r  f u t u r e .

interviewed by Alyssa K. Barry



With the evolution of technology it is in my opinion very obvious that technology

has its place in a museum. 

It is often said that our museums have become boring, and the lack of technology

in most of our museums is one of the reasons for this. The African population is

the youngest population and generation Z dominates it. And today we want to

have more interest from this generation in our museums. Generation Z means a

generation anchored in technology, and so how can we think of attracting them

to our museums while leaving the technological aspect aside? 

It is true that leaving the technological aspect (which among its disadvantages has

the capacity to disconnect us from reality, taking away from us the ability to

appreciate the concrete, some would even say that it takes away from us a part of

our human sociability) would lead us to have a real contact with history and

heritage objects, and even to find this part of humanity, of sociability. 

However, the world cannot be changing and we leave our museums behind. What

I propose is to keep both aspects, that is to say a museum that combines the

physical and the technological (the concrete and the abstract) and where all

generations can find each other without getting lost. Because, even though we

need the involvement of all young people, the museum is good for all (all

generations). 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE YOUTH MUSEUM FORUM - “MUSEUMS
AND NEW TECHNOLOGIES”

Webinar Museums & New Technologies © EPA. 2022

Maeva D. Pimo

M u s e u m  i s  a n  o p e n  s p a c e  c o n n e c t e d  t o  a  c h a n g i n g  s o c i e t y

t h a t  d e p e n d s  o n  n e w  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g i e s .  D i g i t a l

t e c h n o l o g y  h a s  b e c o m e  a n  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  t o o l  i n  t h e

s c e n o g r a p h y  o f  c u l t u r a l  o b j e c t s  f o r  a n  i n c l u s i v e  m e d i a t i o n

t h a t  p l a c e s  t h e  p u b l i c  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  m u s e o g r a p h i c

d e v i c e .  A  m u s e u m  i s  a  l i b e r a l  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  s p a c e  f o r

s o c i a l  d i a l o g u e .  T h u s ,  A f r i c a n  m u s e u m s  m u s t  t a k e  i n t o

a c c o u n t  t h i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o o l  i n  t h e i r  p r o c e s s e s  o f

d e c o l o n i s a t i o n  a n d  c u l t u r a l  e m a n c i p a t i o n .
Mohamadou Moustapha Dieye 
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T h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  i t s  c u r r e n t  f o r m  p r e s e n t s  t h e  m u s e u m  i n

t h e  E u r o p e a n  v i s i o n .  I n  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o n t e x t ,  w h e r e  t h e

f i r s t  n e e d  i s  t o  a t t r a c t  a n d  r e t a i n  a  p u b l i c ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t

t o  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g i e s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e

c o l l e c t i o n s .  I n d e e d ,  9 5 %  o f  t h e  t a r g e t  a u d i e n c e  h a s  a c c e s s

t o  N I C T s ,  s o  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  o u r  m e d i a t i o n  o f f e r s

i n c l u d e  a  d e m a t e r i a l i s e d  ( v i r t u a l )  p a r t  t o  r e a c h  a  l a r g e

a u d i e n c e .  T h e  v i r t u a l  c a n  b e  a  b r i d g e  t o  t h e  p h y s i c a l .

F o r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  i t  i s  a l s o

i m p o r t a n t  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t e c h n o l o g i e s  t h a t  h a v e  p r o v e n

t h e i r  w o r t h  ( n e w  m a r k i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ,  d i g i t i s a t i o n  o f  t h e

c o l l e c t i o n s ,  c o m p u t e r i z e d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e

d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,  e t c . )

F o r  m y  p a r t ,  t h e  m u s e u m  i n  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o n t e x t

n e c e s s a r i l y  n e e d s  t e c h n o l o g y  ( i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h

c o n s e r v a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s )  t o  d e v e l o p .
Kanfido Brice Lévis Lankoande

I n  m y  o p i n i o n ,  r e g u l a r  t r a i n i n g  o f  m u s e u m  s t a f f  i s  n e e d e d .

T h e  u s e  o f  I C T  i n  t h e  m u s e u m  r e q u i r e s  s k i l l s  i n  b o t h

h e r i t a g e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  I T .  

T h e  w e b  d e v e l o p e r  o r  c o m m u n i t y  m a n a g e r  b y  t r a i n i n g

d o e s  n o t  h a v e  s k i l l s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o r

d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  m u s e u m  c o l l e c t i o n s  f o r  e x a m p l e .  O n  t h e

o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  m u s e u m  m a n a g e r  w h o  i s  b e t t e r  e q u i p p e d

a n d  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  m u s e u m  i s s u e  w o u l d  e a s i l y  f i n d

a d e q u a t e  c o n t e n t  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  m u s e u m  a n d

t h e  p u b l i c .  H e n c e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  r e t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m m e s  f o r

m u s e u m  s t a f f .

Tsafack Anaëlle Laurine Azebaze 

A  h i g h  e n e r g y  d e p e n d e n c e  w h e n  w e  k n o w  t h a t  s e v e r a l

A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  n o t  e n e r g y  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  ( l o a d

s h e d d i n g ) ;

A  s t r o n g  e c o l o g i c a l  f o o t p r i n t  ( n u m e r o u s  i m p a c t s  o n  t h e

e n v i r o n m e n t ) .

I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  t h a t  n e w  t e c h n o l o g i e s  d o  n o t  o n l y  h a v e

p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s .  T h e y  a r e  b o t h  c r i t i c a l  s o u r c e s  a n d  a  g r e a t

t o o l ,  a  r e m e d y  f o r  A f r i c a n  m u s e u m s ,  b u t  w i t h  m a n y

u n d e s i r a b l e  e f f e c t s .  W e  c a n  t h u s  n o t e :

I n  o r d e r  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e s e  n e g a t i v e  p o i n t s  o f  n e w

t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  w e  c a n  t h i n k  o f  n e w  r e s p o n s i b l e

t e c h n o l o g i e s  i n  o u r  m u s e u m  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  A f r i c a .
Bernard S. Bayegle



Present and discuss the results of the 9 editions of the international course on "Promoting People-Focused

Conservation Approaches" (PNC course), a key component of the World Heritage Leadership Programme ;

Explore and discuss an under-explored question among heritage professionals, which is: what are the

benefits and advantages that heritage provides to societies? 

Initiate a mapping of the benefits of heritage conservation and who benefits (youth, indigenous peoples, local

communities, heritage professionals, politicians, etc.).

From 10 to 12 October 2022, heritage professionals, academics and heritage institutions gathered in Suwon,

Republic of Korea, to participate in the People-Nature-Culture 2022 Forum (PNC Forum) under the theme: "The

Benefits of Heritage". Jointly organized by the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and

Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM), the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the

Cultural Heritage Administration of Korea (CHA), and the Korea National University of Cultural Heritage (KNUCH),

the PNC Forum celebrated the conclusion of the 2017-2022 Korea-ICCROM Funds-in-Trust, the imminent

conclusion of Phase I of the World Heritage Leadership Programme (WHLP), and the 50th anniversary of the

World Heritage Convention.

The Forum provided an opportunity to:

 

These discussions were a further step towards a better understanding of the benefits of heritage to societies.

Future capacity building activities on these issues will be developed in the framework of the World Heritage

Leadership Programme (WHLP).

CONGRATULATIONS TO BELY HERMAN FOR THE 2022 ICOMOS CULTURE-NATURE PRIZE

W e  a r e  h a p p y  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t

H e r m a n  B E L Y  h a v e  w o n  t h e  2 n d  p l a c e

o f  t h e  2 0 2 2  I C O M O S  C u l t u r e - N a t u r e

P r i z e  f o r  t h e i r  p r o j e c t  e n t i t l e d :

“ S a f e g u a r d i n g  s a c r e d  m a s k s

t h r o u g h  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  e a r l y  b u s h

f i r e s  i n  B u r k i n a  F a s o " .
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FEEDBACK FROM OCTOBER...EPWG AFRICA REPRESENTED AT THE
PEOPLE NATURE CULTURE FORUM 2022 IN SUWON (SOUTH KOREA).

Family photo of the participants of the People Nature Culture Forum 2022 © ICCROM, 2022

Affoh Guenneguez



T h e  A f r i c a n  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  F u n d  ( A W H F )  i s

a n  i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  w a s

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  2 0 0 6  w i t h  t h e  m i s s i o n  t o

s u p p o r t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  c u l t u r a l  a n d

n a t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  u n i v e r s a l

v a l u e  i n  A f r i c a .  A  U N E S C O  C a t e g o r y  I I

C e n t r e ,  t h e  A f r i c a n  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  F u n d

( A W H F )  h a s  t h e  m a i n  o b j e c t i v e  o f  a s s i s t i n g

A f r i c a n  S t a t e s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s

t h e y  f a c e  i n  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e

C o n v e n t i o n ,  n o t a b l y  t h e  u n d e r -

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n  p r o p e r t i e s  o n  t h e

W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  L i s t  a n d  t h e  d e f i c i t  o f

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  A f r i c a n

W o r l d  H e r i t a g e .  T h e  A W H F  w a s  f o u n d e d  b y

t h e  A f r i c a n  U n i o n  a n d  t h e  A f r i c a n  M e m b e r

S t a t e s  o f  U N E S C O  a n d  i t s  a c t i o n s  c o v e r  t h e

5 4  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  o f  b o t h  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  5 t h  o f  M a y  m a r k s  t h e

c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  D a y ,

a d o p t e d  o n  1 6  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 5  a t  t h e  3 8 t h

S e s s i o n  o f  U N E S C O ' s  G e n e r a l  C o n f e r e n c e .  I n

c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  i t s

e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  t h e  A f r i c a n  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e

F u n d  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e

A f r i c a n  R e g i o n a l  Y o u t h  F o r u m  o n  W o r l d

H e r i t a g e ,  w h i c h  w a s  h e l d  o n  R o b b e n  I s l a n d ,

S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  f r o m  2 8  A p r i l  -  4  M a y  2 0 1 6 .
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I TOOK PART... IN THE 6TH AFRICAN WORLD HERITAGE YOUTH
FORUM ON THE OCCASION OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
1972 CONVENTION

Photo of the 6th Youth Forum in Mvomeka'a © AWHF, 2022

South Africa (Robben Island), 28 April  -  5 May

2016 (Anglophone forum);

Burkina Faso (Gaoua), Apri l  26 - May 5, 2017

(Francophone forum);

Mozambique (Mozambique Island), Apri l  30 - May

5, 2018 (Lusophone forum);

Ethiopia (Addis Ababa), Apri l  26 - May 5, 2019

(mixed forum with participants from previous

editions);

In 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, no forum

was organized;

In 2021, the fifth edition of the youth forum was

organized online.

The Youth Forum represents one of the main

activit ies of the World Heritage Youth Education

Program and promotes intercultural learning and

intergenerational exchange. Since the first edition in

2016, every year, during the celebration of the

African World Heritage Day, a forum is organized in a

UNESCO member country, bringing together young

people from different African countries. These

forums serve as a catalyst for sustainable

development and encourage the development of

creative, innovative, educational and participatory

activit ies around World Heritage in Africa. Each

forum focuses on themes related to the conservation

and preservation of World Heritage while

contributing to the promotion of heritage education.

Since 2016, f ive editions of the youth forum have

been organized in the following countries :



On the occasion of the worldwide celebration of the 50th anniversary of the World Heritage Convention under
the theme: "The next 50 years : World Heritage as a source of resilience, humanity and innovation", the
Government of the Republic of Cameroon, in collaboration with the African World Heritage Fund, the UNESCO
Regional Office for Central Africa, the Ecole du Patrimoine Africain (EPA) the International Centre for the
Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM), the Dja Faunal Reserve and the
Meyomessala community, organized the 6th edition of the African World Heritage Youth Forum, which was
held from the 10 to the 14 October 2022 in Mvomeka'a, Cameroon.
Under the theme: "African youth in the next 50 years: the heritage we want", the forum brought together 41
young participants and young experts as resource persons from 21 African countries to reflect on strategies
for the implementation of the Convention for the next 50 years. The 6th edition of the youth forum was
marked by the proposal of the "Youth Recommendation on the World Heritage Convention in Africa and the
action plan for the next 50 years". Spread over a period of five days, the forum focused on three key areas :
1) The World Heritage Convention and its concepts ;
2) Leadership skills and entrepreneurial opportunities for youth ;
3) Reflections on the vision of young people for the next 50 years.
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Accompanied by practical activit ies that enabled participants to acquire ski l ls in conservation, management

and promotion of African World Heritage and to increase their knowledge in the implementation of the

Convention, the forum focused on presentations by experts and resource persons. Group discussions,

exercises and role plays for capacity building of participants, individual and group presentations on World

Heritage ideas/projects and a guided tour of the Dja Faunal Reserve, an African World Heritage site, to

famil iarize participants with the issues of conservation and promotion of World Heritage, were part of the

event. Divided into several sub-groups, the participants worked on the fol lowing themes:

1. Sustainable tourism ;

2. African world heritage and digital dimensions ;

3. African World Heritage and Architecture ;

4. African World Heritage and Museums ;

5. African World Heritage and Biodiversity Conservation ;

6. African World Heritage and Communication.

T h e s e  r e f l e c t i o n s ,  e x c h a n g e s  a n d  s h a r i n g  o f

e x p e r i e n c e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e

i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n  t h e

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .

P a r t i c i p a n t s  d e v e l o p e d  p r o j e c t s  a n d  t h e

w i n n e r s  r e c e i v e d  p r i z e s .  T h r e e  p r o j e c t s  i n

p a i r s  r e c e i v e d  f u n d i n g  o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0  f r o m

I C C R O M :  F i r s t  p r i z e  ( B o t s w a n a  a n d  K e n y a

o n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  v i r t u a l  p l a t f o r m  o n

W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  s i t e s )  -  S e c o n d  p r i z e

( R w a n d a  a n d  E t h i o p i a  o n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f

t e e n a g e r s ,  y o u n g  p e o p l e ,  w o m e n  a n d  l o c a l

c o m m u n i t i e s  o n  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  s i t e s  i n

A f r i c a )  -  T h i r d  p r i z e  ( D R C  a n d  C e n t r a l  A f r i c a

o n  e d u c a t i o n  o n  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  s i t e s  v i a

n e w  t e c h n o l o g i e s ) .

T h e  y o u t h  f o r u m  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  m e e t i n g

o f  h e r i t a g e  e x p e r t s  f r o m  t h e  C e n t r a l  A f r i c a n

s u b - r e g i o n  w h i c h  w a s  h e l d  f r o m  t h e  1 7 t h  t o  t h e

1 8 t h  o f  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 2  a t  t h e  P a l a i s  d e s  C o n g r è s

i n  Y a o u n d é ,  C a m e r o o n .  A c t i o n s  a n d  I n n o v a t i o n s

f o r  S u s t a i n a b l e  C o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  S e r v i c e  o f

W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  i n  A f r i c a  # N e x t  5 0 ,  r e p r e s e n t s

t h e  t o p i c  o f  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g .  T h e

o b j e c t i v e  w a s  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o

W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  A f r i c a n  s u b -

r e g i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  i n s c r i p t i o n

o f  n e w  p r o p e r t i e s ,  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  p r o p e r t i e s

f r o m  t h e  L i s t  o f  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  i n  D a n g e r ,  t h e

r o l e  o f  d i g i t a l ,  y o u t h  a n d  i n d i g e n o u s  a n d  l o c a l

c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d

p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  s i t e s ,  f a c e d

w i t h  c h a l l e n g e s  s u c h  a s  a r m e d  c o n f l i c t s ,

d e f o r e s t a t i o n ,  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  p o a c h i n g ,  e t c .
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Avenir G. Meikengang

The youth forum and the experts  meet ing were fo l lowed by the meet ing of  the ministers in  charge of

culture of  Centra l  Afr ica on October 19th 2022 at  the Pala is  des Congrès in Yaoundé.  This  meet ing was

organized fo l lowing a ca l l  for  act ion to improve the representat iveness of  Afr ican  s i tes on the World

Heri tage L ist .  With the object ive of  strengthening inst i tut ional  capaci t ies in  the implementat ion of  the

Convent ion,  the States Part ies thus requested the support  of  UNESCO and i ts  partners in the

development and the implementat ion of  concrete act ions to ensure a better  conservat ion,  management

and promotion of  World Her i tage in Afr ica .

In conclus ion,  the youth forum was an opportunity  for  many part ic ipants to meet young people from

other countr ies .  I t  a l lowed young people to ref lect  on new strategies for  the conservat ion,  management

and promotion of  World Her i tage,  to open up to their  her i tage,  to debate on common subjects  and to

bui ld a sol id network of  young Afr icans who wi l l  be the re lay of  tomorrow.  Focusing on the

improvement of  innovat ion and creat iv i ty  capaci t ies ,  income generat ion,  involvement and ef fect ive

part ic ipat ion of  young people and local  and indigenous communit ies in  the management and

promotion of  World Her i tage in Afr ica ,  the youth forum is  a  p lat form for  meet ing and discussion;  a

space to ra ise awareness among young people on issues re lated to the protect ion and preservat ion of

World Her i tage in Afr ica ;  a  tool  for  an enhanced understanding of  the World Her i tage Convent ion,  the

mobi l izat ion of  young people for  the development of  v iable in i t iat ives that  take into account

environmental  issues in their  respect ive countr ies .  I t  promotes intergenerat ional  d ia logue and

knowledge exchange between young people and World Her i tage experts  and specia l ists  and

encourages the part ic ipat ion of  young people in act iv i t ies  (entrepreneuria l  or  otherwise)  for  the

sustainable management of  World Her i tage,  inc luding tour ism development.

Series of South African wooden masks © s.n. 2017
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DIARY OF THE MONTH

M u s e u m s :  m a n u s c r i p t  c o l l e c t i o n s  a n d

p r e s e r v a t i o n

L i b r a r i e s :  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d

d i g i t i s a t i o n

A r c h i v e s :  i n v e n t o r y ,  d i g i t i s a t i o n  a n d

o u t s o u r c i n g

A u d i o v i s u a l :  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  m e d i a  t e c h n o l o g y

a n d  c o l l e c t i o n s

D i g i t i s a t i o n :  s i t e s  a n d  c o l l e c t i o n s  a t  r i s k .

S e n g h o r  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  A l e x a n d r i a ,  E g y p t ,  i s

o r g a n i z i n g ,  f r o m  2 8  t o  3 0  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e

s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

C o l l o q u i u m  w i t h  a  c a l l  f o r  p a p e r s  " F r o m

s t o n e  t o  p a p e r ,  f r o m  p a p e r  t o  d i g i t a l "  w i t h

t h e  s u b - t h e m e :  " W h a t  m e a n s  o f  s a f e g u a r d i n g

t h e  w r i t t e n  w o r d ?  "

T h e  t h e m e s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e

c o l l o q u i u m  a r e  a r t i c u l a t e d  a r o u n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

a x e s

T h e  p r o g r a m m e  i n c l u d e s  p l e n a r y  l e c t u r e s  b y

l e a d i n g  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  t h e i r  f i e l d .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e ,  c l i c k

h e r e .

T h e  U N E S C O  R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  f o r  W e s t

A f r i c a  i n  D a k a r  i n v i t e s  u s  t o  t h e  s u b -

r e g i o n a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  5 0 t h

a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e

C o n v e n t i o n  i n  W e s t  A f r i c a .

T h i s  h i g h - l e v e l  c e l e b r a t i o n  w i l l  b e  h e l d  i n  a

h y b r i d  f o r m a t  f r o m  t h e  c i t y  o f  S a i n t - L o u i s  i n

S e n e g a l  o n  9  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 2  f r o m  9 : 0 0  a m  t o

5 : 3 0  p m  ( G M T )  w i t h  t h e  t h e m e :  " Y o u t h

e n g a g e d  w i t h  h e r i t a g e  s i t e  m a n a g e r s " .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h i s  c e l e b r a t i o n  a n d

h o w  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  c l i c k  h e r e .

https://sites.google.com/usenghor.org/pppn2022/accueil
https://unesco-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VFJfQsjvQku9aSmB-wXc6w


A  U N E S C O  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  S i t e  s i n c e  1 9 8 7 ,  t h e  D j a  W i l d l i f e  R e s e r v e  i s  a  n a t u r a l  s i t e

t h a t  w a s  c r e a t e d  b y  D e c r e e  N o .  3 1 9  o f  J u n e  2 6 ,  1 9 5 0 ,  t o  c r e a t e  a  w i l d l i f e  a n d

h u n t i n g  r e s e r v e  i n  t h e  N t e m  a n d  H a u t  N y o n g  r e g i o n s  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  b y  D e c r e e  N o .

2 0 7 7 / 1 0 2 9 / P M  o f  J u l y  9 ,  2 0 0 7 ,  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  D j a  R e s e r v e .  L o c a t e d  i n  t h e

s o u t h e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  C a m e r o o n ,  p r e c i s e l y  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  D j a - e t - L o b o

a n d  H a u t - N y o n g ,  t h e  s i t e  i s  b o u n d e d  a t  t h e  3 ⁄ 4  b y  t h e  D j a  R i v e r  w h i c h  f o r m s  i t s

n a t u r a l  b o u n d a r y .  R e s p o n d i n g  t o  U N E S C O  C r i t e r i a  ( i x )  a n d  ( x )  d u e  t o  i t s  g r e a t

b i o d i v e r s i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  a n i m a l  a n d  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  i t  c o n t a i n s ,  w h i c h  a l l o w e d  i t

t o  b e  r e c o g n i s e d  a s  a  " B i o s p h e r e  R e s e r v e "  u n d e r  t h e  M A B  l a b e l  i n  1 9 8 1 ,  t h e

r e s e r v e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  r a i n f o r e s t s  o n  t h e  C o n t i n e n t ,  w i t h  a n  a r e a  t h a t  i s

e s t i m a t e d  a t  5 2 6 , 0 0 0  0 0 0  h a .  W i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  o f  O d z a l a - K o k o u a  i n  t h e

R e p u b l i c  o f  C o n g o  a n d  M i n k é b é  i n  G a b o n ,  t h e y  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  T R I D O M  ( L a

T r i n a t i o n a l e  d u  D j a ,  O d z a l a  e t  M i n k é b é ) .  

D e s p i t e  p o a c h i n g  p r e s s u r e ,  t h e  r e s e r v e  h a s  p r e s e r v e d  m o s t  o f  i t s  p o t e n t i a l ,  a n d  i t

i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  9 0 %  o f  t h e  s i t e  r e m a i n s  i n t a c t .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  t h a t  a r e

s t i l l  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  e x t i n c t i o n  a t  t h e  g l o b a l  l e v e l .  I n  2 0 1 5 ,  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  c a r r i e d

o u t  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  l i v i n g  g o r i l l a s  a t  6 , 5 0 0  a n d  c h i m p a n z e e s  a t  3 , 6 0 0  i n

t h e  r e s e r v e .  

A c c e s s  t o  t h e  s i t e  i s  o n  f o o t  t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e  S o m a l o m o  o r  b y  r i v e r  a c r o s s  t h e

D j a  R i v e r ,  i t  i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  g o  c o v e r e d  a s  t h e  f o r e s t  i s  d e n s e  a n d  w e t .  T h e

m a n a g e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  r e s e r v e  a r e  l e d  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  s e v e r a l  e x t e r n a l

p a r t n e r s  i n c l u d i n g  U N E S C O .

A l t h o u g h  t h i s  s i t e  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n a t u r a l ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a s p e c t  i s  q u i t e  v i s i b l e .

I n d e e d ,  o n  t h e  s i t e  w e  f i n d  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s  w h o  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  i t s

p r e s e r v a t i o n :  t h e  B a k a  p y g m i e s .  

T h e  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  p r e s e n t e d  o f  t h i s  s i t e  w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e

d e c i s i o n  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  6 t h  A f r i c a n  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  Y o u t h  F o r u m  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n

r e g i o n  o f  C a m e r o o n .
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DJA Wildlife Reserve © RFD. 2018
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LASTEST OPPORTUNITIES

RECRUITMENT AT UNESCO

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS FOR THE MUSEUMLAB 2023 FUND

UNESCO is recruiting a Knowledge Management Systems

Specialist for its Headquarters in Paris. For more information,

please visit https://tinyurl.com/ttdw5cvn. Deadline: 14

November 2022.

TheMuseumsLab aims to build strong and sustainable networks

not only to change museums, but also to foster social change

by addressing pressing issues To apply,

https://tinyurl.com/54vxt98j. Deadline: 07 November 2022.

Old town of Saint-Louis © Alyssa K Barry. 2019

C o o r d i n a t i o n / D i r e c t i o n / T r a n s l a t i o n :  A f f o h  G u e n n e g u e z / J e a n - P a u l  L a w s o n / F l o r e n t i n e  O k o n i / A v e n i r  M e i k e n g a n g

https://web.facebook.com/groups/713436793403036
https://twitter.com/IcomosEpwgAfr
https://www.linkedin.com/in/icomos-epwg-africa-region-a40665239/
https://www.instagram.com/icomosepwgafr/
https://tinyurl.com/ttdw5cvn
https://tinyurl.com/54vxt98j

